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1-B-1 
A. J. Hooke - Wright Ex. 


PROCEEDINGS before The Honourable 
Mr. Justice W. J. C. Kirby, this 
29th day of November, A.D. 1967, 
at 9:00 ofclock in the morning, at 
the Court House, in the City of 
Edmonton, Province of Alberta. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Maynard? 

MR. MAYNARD: Mr. Commissioner, I was asked by Mr. 
Gill yesterday to obtain the reports of the Provincial 
Planning Advisory Board meetings that Mr. Hooke attended 
as Chairman. I have obtained a list of all these various 
meetings together with notations as to the meetings at which 
Mr. Hooke was present. JI would like to file this list as an 
Exhibit. 

I have also - 

THE COMMISSIONER: That will be Exhibit 453, that is a 
list, how do you identify it for the record? 

MR. MAYNARD: A list of meetings of the Provincial 
Planning Advisory Board from August 22nd 1955 to March 28th 


1957, during the period when The Honourable Mr. Hooke was 





Chairman of the Board, 


THE COMMISSIONER: Exhibit 453. 





LIST OF MEETINGS OF PROVINCIAL 
PLANNING ADVISORY BOARD, AUGUST 
*55 TO MARCH *57, MARKED EXHIBIT 
453. 


MR. MAYNARD: Now, he did not attend all these 
meetings but they are noted. 
In addition to this, Mr. Chairman, I have obtained a 


copy of all the reports on the meetings attended by Mr. 
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1-B-2 
A. J. Hooke - Wright Ex. 


MR. MAYNARD (Cont.) Hooke. I would not like to file this as an 
Exhibit, because as far as I can see there is nothing 
relevant to the Inquiry. I will lay it on the table for 
Examination. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, put it on the table, I dontt want 
to have to read all those documents if I can avoid it. 

MR. GILL: Thank you, Mr. Maynard. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Wright, Mr. Hooke. 

ALFRED J. HOOKE, recalled on his former oath, examined by 
Mr. Wright: 

Q Mr. Hooke, we were just concluding yesterday out discussion 
of your payment off in June of 1955 of the Treasury Branch 
loan, you recall that? 

A Yes, I do. 

Q And it was in 1955 as we have noticed in these proceedings 
earlier that the Legislative Assembly Act was amended in the 
second Session, do you recall that? 

A Yes,, I doj,Msir. 

Q Oddly enough the Act that was amended was itself passed in 
the first Session, and then was amended in the meantime, 
because you will recall of the dispute that arose in the 
interim? 

A May I get that again, please? 

Q The Act which had been passed at the first sittings in '55 
was amended at the second sittings, which occurred just 
after the election because of the dispute about contracts 
with the Government that had arisen at that first sittings, 
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=R=8 
. J. Hooke - Wright Ex. 





4k 

A 

Q (Cont.) do you recall that? 

A I cantt recall that I can, I cantt recall the second one 
specifically. 

Q I see. Well, it is in the, it is in the Statutes and you 
may see the Act itself, 1955, Chapter 62. 

A Yes. 


Q Which is an up to date, an up-dating of the Legislative 


Assembly Act. 





A Yes. 


And then the amendment to Sections 11 and 12 which we see 


tO 


were in the second Session in 1955? 
Yes. 


Assented to August 25th 1955? 








Yes 

Now, you were a member of the Cabinet at the time, of course? 
Yes, I was. 

And would have known that this amendment was coming up? 


Yes, I would. 





coc Fr Oo FF ODO Fe CO YS 


Yes, and that in one of the many clauses of Section 12 


provides, Subsection (0) which reads: 





",,. but nothing in this Section shall be deemed to make 
any person eligible to be nominated for or to sit or 


vote as a member of the Legislative Assembly if such 





person directly or indirectly, alone or with any person, 
by himself or by the inter-position of a trustee or 
third party, borrows or obtains a loan of any monies 
from a Treasury Branch." 
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1-B-4 
A. J. Hooke - Wright Ex. 


Q (Cont.) Do you recall that? 
A This is in the second Section to which you refer? 
Q Yes, but do you recall that legislation being on the skids, 


so to speak? 


A Well, I dontt recall it as being even discussed prior to the 
election. 
Q You dontt, eh? Well, you would not have considered that 


that might have placed your nomination even in jeopardy 


when it got passed? 


A Well, the election was ahead of that piece of legislation. 

Q That's right, that's right. 

A Yes, 

Q You cannot remember at this time at any rate considering the 
effect of this pending legislation in June of 1955? 

A No, I cantt, Mr. Wright, as a matter of fact - 

Q Good. 

A I am inclined to doubt that a great deal of thought had been 





given to the detail of the legislation at that time. 





Q Yes, I take it that the opinion that you referred to yester- 





day as having been given you, was based on the Act as it 
stood in unamended form? 

A That's right. 

Q Yes. Very well, while we are dealing with that, you told my 
learned friend that with regard to the statement, my learned 
friend Mr. Gill, that with regard to the statement in Exhibit 
410, which you will recall is the document which was handed 


to Mrs. Ethel Wilson, and, by the way, she had just become a 
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Hooke - Wright Ex. 


Q (Cont.) Cabinet Minister about this time that you handed it 
to her, didntt she, November of 1962? 

A I believe that is when she became a Minister, was November 
162. 

Q Yes? 

A I do not recall exactly when I gave her the document, 
however. 

Q No. On page 7, that you had put in there: 

",.. so long as the company was in business it remained 
solvent but this act on the part of the City amounted 
to virtual bankruptcy. Creditors had to be paid and 
accounts which had no more than sixty days to run 
amounted to $31,910.06 ..." 

and my learned friend reminded you that that was the exact 
amount of the one cheque you paid to the Treasury Branch? 
A Approximately. 
Q In repaying the loan, and then you go on: 

",.. longer term obligations amounted to a further 
$28,000.00." 

You told my learned friend that maybe you had the figures 
transposed? 

A Yes, there may be some confusion there, sir, in how it is 
written, as I tried to explain - 

Q Yes, that you had to draw it up in a hurry, or did draw it 
up in a hurry? 

A Well - 

MR. CLEMENT: I dontt think he said that at all. 
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A. J. Hooke - Wright Ex. 






















A No. 
Q Oh? 
A That one sort of developed as things would occur, I would 


make a little note of them if they were of sufficient 
importance. 
Q In that case how could you have mistaken the one amount of 


$31,910.00 as being accounts payable to creditors? 





A Well, this particular document, as I say, was not intended 
to present, to be presented to anyone. Certainly if it were 
going to be used later on, perhaps at such a time as I may 
no longer be with the Government, because I did not necess 
know how long I was going to remain with the Government, 
undoubtedly at that time. 

Q Yes? 

A Then we would have made or at least I would have written it 
up differently for any use that might be made of it as a 
presentation to someone in the City, but that was not 


intended for that purpose at all. 





Q So that you didn't take all that much care with it? 


A No, I would say that I really didn't. 





Q Yes, and then what you are saying is that maybe it was the 
$28,000.00 figure which were pressing creditors, having no 
more than sixty days to run? 

A Well, I think that will be perhaps correct. 

Q In that case why would you pay the less pressing obligations 
first? 


A Well, it was the greater amount, for one thing. I believe 
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Hooke - Wright Ex. 


(Cont.) too that some creditors were prepared to make an 
arrangement with Mr. Campbell whereby they would extend the 
time because they understood the position in which we found 
ourselves. The company had dealt with some of these people 
very successfully over a number of years and they certainly 
understood the position in which the company found itself 
after having had to tear down its building and the City not 
then going along with the promise they had made of a land 
exchange. 

Yes, because certainly it was the Treasury Branch that was 
paid and no creditors were paid at all by you at this time, 
were they, with the possible exception of Mr. Combs? 

Ves, 2-thinkeulac tse rient. 

You think that is right? 

That is approximately right I think, there may be one or 
two others in there. 

Yes, and you still say the fact that there might have been 
difficulty on the Treasury Branch loan had nothing to do 
with it? | 

Riehl av Chale vimeni vata nou, Mr, Writ, 

Now, Mr. Combs told us that on an occasion when he was being 
offered some lots, as he says in the Campbelltown, as he 
called it, you were behind the door chipping in every now 
and again; is this sheer imagination on his part? 

Well, it must have been, if there was anyone behind the door 
it certainly wasn't I. 


Now, why did you change banks in, well, let's establish that 


SUPREME COURT REPORTERS 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA 





Oop 


eee — ee ee ee 





























2 tilytawW = 





| | 7 
. ts odsm oF hetsqeig ot6w 2t6dfbeto emoa Fads O09 (. $009) A 
| ofa baeaxs bivow yeds edsredw Ltedqued .a Hee Gabenneneee an 
buwot ow dotdw mi noldtagqg edt Sootetshay yehd seuzced eomkd 
| oiqgosq seed? Yo emoe Atiw siaeb bad ynsqnoo eff 8 .aeviesiu]E 
vinotesies yeild bas easey to tedmun 5 t9evo Ylleiessooua yisv 
tisedi bavoet yosqmoo efit flotdw of nolstiaog sd? bootanebay : 
ron ¥3L9 sit bape gnibliod att mwob tees ot bed gaivad teste 


st2f s to @ebem bad yords setmong edt dtiw gaola gatog aod? 


-9pnsdoxe 
| «sw Ssrld donmatG yosesort? eft aaw th Yintetiss eeuaced jast 9 
| .omidt aio ts voy yd Ile Ys bieq e1sw esos ibst> on bas biag . 


edmo) ."M to noktqeoxs oldilanog edd dtiw (vers s1ew 
.thgit at Jace aanida? I ,asY A 
Todgina et ted? antdd vot 9 
10 ano ed yam stead ,jAnisdt I sdgia yietemixotqqs ek sedT A 
-o1reds ot atersto owt 
‘wed sverl tdpim avers Jacid toast edd yea Liide voy bas -est Q 
ob of getiddgon bed asol domes ywesaortl oft no Yoinotttib | 
| Tri doiw 
; -SiginW .4M .ton bib 3t emid Gadd toa IngiA 
gated sew od avtiw aei@so00 ne no sedt a bled admoD .aM wot 
«1 a8 ,cwosliedqus) of? ai eysa ed es’ bea bere’ be 
wea yIevs ai siti 100b madicarer’ iia 










1d 
| 
note ai ee 





1-B-8 
A. J. Hooke - Wright Ex. 
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Q (Cont.) first: did you change banks in June of 1955? 

A Did I personally? 

Q Yes? 

A No, I had been a customer at the Bank of Nova Scotia 
myself for years. 

Q Yes, were the terms of the loan that you obtained to pay 
off the Treasury Branch any more lenient than the Treasury 
Branch terms? 

A Perhaps this sounds like boasting but I don’t intend it to 
be, but I have always been able to borrow on a Demand Note 
without any particular - 

Q Yes? 

A - terms attached to it. 

Q I see. In other words, the terms were the same approximately), 
or the lack of terms were the same? 

A Well, may I say that - 

MR. CLEMENT: Well, we seem to be talking about two 
different things. One is a borrowing, as I understand it, 
by Ideal Homes from the Treasury Branch, and one is a 
personal borrowing by Mr. Hooke from his own personal bank. 

Q MR. WRIGHT: Yes, but the difference is immaterial 
though, from your standpoint, is it not, because you had 
guaranteed that loan of Ideal Homes? 

A May I get that again, please, I am not sure that I follow 
you. 

Q Well, I am just suggesting that the difference is immaterial 


from your point of view since you had guaranteed the loan of 
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1-B-9 
A. J. Hooke - Wright Ex. 


(Cont.) Ideal Homes? 


Yes. 















Q 
A Yes, I would think so. 
Q 
A 


In other words I guaranteed it in one place and I owed it 
personally at another place. 

Q Yes, and the Treasury Branch ee have called that loan on 
you as if it had been a Demand Note, could they? 

A I dontt remember whether that was a Demand Note or not, I 
think perhaps it was. Certainly they could have called it 


at any time if it were. 





Q If they had wanted? 

A If it had been, yes. 

Q Yes, and that was the situation with the Bank of Nova Scotia 
loan? 

A Yes, it was a Demand Note. 

Q Was it secured in some way at that time by a pledge of 


property, that loan? 


A My own personal one? 
Q The money used to pay off the Ideal Homes debt? 
MR. CLEMENT: Well, sir, evidence is already in that 





at a subsequent date he did give a mortgage. 
MR. WRIGHT: At first was there? 
IT cantt remember - 


How much later was it? 


eee 


- of anything specific right at the beginning, not when I 
took the loan out. 
Q Yes, did they in fact call that loan on you at any time? 
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1-B-10 
A. J. Hooke - Wright Ex. 













A Not that I can recall. I am sure they didn't, as a matter 
of fact. 

Q Yes, and you cannot recall how much longer it was after that 
that you raised the money to pay it? 

A Not off hand. 

Q And did you pay off any of the overdraft to the Treasury 
Branch yourself? 

A I think as time went by, in association with other share- 
holders, I perhaps did. 

Q Well, it was paid off, of course, we know, but was this not 
paid off with company assets, agreements for sale, accounts 
receivable, and so on? 

A Quite a bit of it was. 


Q Yes, you can't give us any idea of how much further you 





chipped in in payment of the overdraft, if any? 
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1-M-1 


A. J. Hooke - Wright Ex. 

A Well, on a subsequent occasion I did assist in borrowing 
from other banks to completely pay off the monies that were 
owing, 

Q How much did you owe altogether in 1955, Mr. Hooke? Did you 
owe money in addition to the 31,000 odd that you had 
obtained from the Bank of Nova Scotia? 

MR. MAYNARD; Now, Mr. Commissioner, I question 
whether this is relevant. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Are you asking how much he owed -- 


to whom? 


MR. WRIGHT: In total. I am not -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, you mean personal obligations? 

MR. WRIGHT: Yes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I don't think -- I think that is 
again getting into the realm of personal --- I think it is 


relevant how much Ideal Homes owed, or what his commitments 
were to Ideal Homes, but I don't think it's -- it's going 
into the field of personal finances, and I don't think it 
is relevant, Mr. Wright. 

MR. WRIGHT: Well, my Lord, perhaps I can lay the 
groundwork, and the purpose of my questioning is to see how 
pressing this gentleman's need for money was in 1955 --~- 
and that, I submit, is relevant. 

MR. MAYNARD: Mr. Commissioner, the witness has 
already indicated that he had borrowed from the Bank of 
Nova Scotia to pay off the Treasury Branch; he had mortgaged 


two properties in the City of Edmonton and obtained some 
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1-M-2 


A. J. Hooke - Wright Ex. 


MR. MAYNARD: (Cont.) funds to repay some of his personal 


MR. WRIGHT: Oh. 


MR. MAYNARD: Or, if you want to see them now 


MR. CLEMENT: Let them be put in now, sir. 
MR. MAYNARD; I think they should. 
MR. WRIGHT: I am showing you a mortgage dated 


witness. Exhibit -- ? 
THE COMMISSIONER: Exhibit, 454. 
MORTGAGE DATED 24th SEPTEMBER, 1956, 
RE SOUTHWEST 27-52-23-WEST OF THE 
Ath, $25,000.00, IS MARKED EXHIBIT 
454. 
Q MR. WRIGHT: And the mortgage dated the 23rd of 
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obligations, and we were asked by Mr. Gill to obtain these 
mortgages and I have them here. It wasindicated that anythin 
that related to these transactions was relevant -- anything 
that related to Mr. Hooke's other financial affairs was 

not relevant. I have the mortgages here and they are 
available as my friend Mr. Gill asked -- and they are 
available for examination, and I propose to present them 


as exhibits later on. 


you can see them -- 


the 24th of September, 1956, of parts of the southwest of 
27-52-23-west of the 4th, in the amount of $25,000.00 in 


favor of the Western Savings & Loan Association, by the 


March, 1956, of lot 9, block 19, Inglewood, plan 44 -- 46 -- 


—-- and --— for 





it comes in Roman numerals, Mr. Hooke 


$5,000.00, by the witness. 
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1-M-3 
A. J. Hooke - Wright Ex. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Exhibit. 455. 


MORTGAGE DATED 23rd MARCH 1956, 
LOT 9, BLOCK 19, INGLEWOOD, 
$5,000.00 IS MARKED EXHIBIT 455. 


Q MR. WRIGHT: That mortgage is in favor of 
Canada West Insurance Company. Those are the two 
mortgages you spoke of a few minutes ago, Mr. Hooke? 

A Yes, they are, Mr. Wright. 

Q Yes. Well, I return to my question, my Lord, which I submit 
is relevant, particularly to the next topic we are going 
to encounter. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, at this point, Mr. Wright, 

I am not convinced of the relevance of any questions 
regarding Mr. Hooke's personal financial problems not 
directly related to the particular transactions that we have 
been considering in this inquiry. 

MR. WRIGHT: Ah -- well, it is, I submit, 
related to that, because in order to understand the 
motivation of a man you sometimes have to know just how 
pressing his financial needs are. 

THE COMMISSION ER: Well, I am not -- I have made 
several rulings on that in the last few days, and I -- 

MR. WRIGHT: I don't think your Lordship has 
ruled on this. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, I have ruled -- 

MR. MAYNARD: Oh, yes, he has. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I have ruled in a general way that 


Mr. Hookets personal financial matters not directly related 
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1-M-4 


A. J. Hooke - Wright Ex. 

THE COMMISSIONER: (Cont.) to the various transactions and 
matters into which we are enquiring, are not relevant to 
the terms of reference of this inquiry. 

MR. WRIGHT: I certainly appreciate and subscribe 
to the desire to keep out of this inquiry matters which are 
purely private, my Lord, but I submit and I will require, 
with respect, a yes or no from you, that I may ask the 
witness what the total of his obligations was at this time, 
without further details. 

MR. MAYNARD: Again, Mr. Commissioner, I object 
because this is just one question that will lead to another 
question. My friend has asked me to produce the bank 
accounts of Mr. Hooke and I refused to do so -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: I don't think that the amount is 
relevant, Mr. --- I think the significant thing here, Mr. 


Wright, has been brought out in evidence, that he found it 


necessary -- Mr. Hooke found it necessary to mortgage two 
properties: one his own home, and one -- the other 
property I dontt know -- I think it was his mother's 


property, or -- 

MR. WRIGHT: Yes, 

THE COMMISSIONER: -- or other property --- he found 
it necessary to mortgage that for $31,000.00 -- 

MR. WRIGHT: Yes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: -- as security for a loan from the 
Bank of Nova Scotia, I believe, in order to pay off the 


Provincial Treasury Branch indebtedness of Ideal Homes, and 
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1-M-5 
A. J. Hooke - Wright Ex. 
THE COMMISSIONER: (Cont.) it seems to me that is the 
relevant portion. I dontt think that if in addition to that 
he had other personal Poikicataegse 1 think that speaks 
for itself, that he had to borrow that money. 
MR. WRIGHT: Well, very well, my Lord. The fact 
is you were short of money in dinaia period, Mr. Hooke? 
Yes, I was, Mr. Wright. 
And in considerable need of it? 


That is true, 


tO r- CO PF 


And indeed, this continued in '56, too, when those two 

mortgages were placed? 

A Yes, thatts right. I cantt think of any time when I have 
had much money, actually. 

Q Mr. Hooke, what happened to the other assets of Ideal Homes 
and Building Supplies Ltd. which, on the statements that -- 
on the statements that I have seen, anyway, always 
exceeded the liabilities? How is it that you could have 
paid off a debt and still ended up being owed it? Have 
the assets not been realized? 

A Well, some of them, as I remember, such as machinery and 
so on, the people who had supplied them agreed to take them 
back. 

Q Yes, but your accounts receivable, after an allowance for 
bad ones, were, for example, $30,000.00 on the 30th of April, 
1955. Were they not paid? 

A I presume most of them were paid. Some would go to pay the 


overdraft at the Treasury Branch; some, after properties 
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A. J. Hooke - Wright Ex. 

A (Cont.) that had been sold, some of those revenues would 
go to pay interest and some capital from -- and then loans 
were made at banks in order to pay off the Treasury Branch. 

Q And there were land and buildings amounting to a further 
$32,000.00? 

A I think that. is the original .site,,.the.one referred to by 
Mr. Leger as the "moose pasture", 

Well -- 

A The -- ., 

Q -- it isn't, Mr. Hooke, because if we look at -- and I will 
show it to you -- Exhibit 421, which is the draft 
financial statement that you referred to -- to June 30th, 


1955, which is the one that you don't agree with because 





it has -- in making it up you have been treated as having 
received that -- all that -- all those assets. 

MR. MAYNARD: Oh, .no. 

MR. CLEMENT: On weno, 

MR. MAYNARD: It was suggested that he receive 


those assets, Mr. Wright. 


Q MR. WRIGHT: Perhaps you would listen to my 
question -- . 

MR. MAYNARD: I am listening -- I am listening. 

MR. WRIGHT: Perhaps if the Reporter can read it 
back -- , 


THE REPORTER: (Reading) 
" Q -- it isn't, Mr. Hooke, because if we look at -- 
and I will show it to you -- Exhibit 421, which 
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1-M-7 
A. J. Hooke - Wright Ex. 


THE REPORTER: (Cont. ) is the draft financial statement that you 
referred to -- to June 30th, 1955, which 
is the one that you don't agree with 


because it has -- in making it up you have 





been treated as having received that -- all 
that -- all those assets." 
Q MR. WRIGHT: You will recall -- you were here 
when Mr. Shikaze gave evidence? 
A Yes. 
Q He said that in making up this statement he was working on 


a minute, an unsigned minute in which you had received 


property -- . 
MR. CLEMENT: No. 
MR. MAYNARD: No. In which it was suggested that 


Mr. Hooke received property. 
Q MR. WRIGHT: He was working on an unsigned minute 


which states you received property -- 








MR. MAYNARD: No, which you say -- 

MR. CLEMENT: | Letts produce that minute. 

MR. MAYNARD: Because the minute does not say -- 
MR. CLEMENT: Let's produce that minute. 

MR. WRIGHT: All right, then, the minute says 


that it was suggested that you receive property, in 
satisfaction more -- within $700.00 of the money you paid. 
A I believe that's right. 


And you said you never received that property? 


A No, I did not. 
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1-M-8 

A. J. Hooke - Wright Ex, 

Q Nevertheless, Mr. Shikaze treated it as a fact in making 
up, Exhibit ,421....,Do, you, recall. that? 

A I think so -- although I think you mentioned the other day 
-- one thing you are not very good at is a financial 
statement, and I think in that connection you and I are -- 
Yes, yes -- 

A --- Similar -- 

Q -- we are in a large class of people, I'm sure; but the 
point is that the -- Mr. Shikaze had, in preparing this 
statement, taken out of the assets of the company the 
items referred to in the minute of June 1955, and those 
assets, of course, did not include the land and buildings 


of the company. Right? 





A I'm not sure, 

Q Well, what was the number of that -- ? 

MR, GILL: 444. 

MR. WRIGHT: The minute? 

MR. GILL: 444. 

MR. WRIGHT: _ The minute of June 8th, 1955. I 


have a copy of it here anyway: it was suggested that the 
following properties be transferred. Now, none of those 
three properties is the property on 127th Street, is it? 

A No. 

Q Yes, so that in this draft financial statement, your land 
and buildings of Ideal Homes go in at $10,300.00, at the 
most? 

A If that is the Ideal Homes! land -- I don't know from 
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1-M-9 
A. J. Hooke - Wright Ex. 


A (Cont.) looking at that. 

















Q Well, if it isn't, then it was land and buildings that 
were available to be used for satisfaction of creditors 
was it not? 

A Frankly I dontt know, Mr. Wright. 

Q Yes. Well, I think the point is clear, anyway. Then, do 
you know what did happen to those three properties in this 


draft minute 444? 


A Yes, those that were supposed to be transferred to me? 
Yes. 
A I understand that they were sold and the monthly payments 


went in to pay different debts. 
Well, then, can you -- 

A One is still -- payments from one are still coming in, as 
a matter of fact. 
Yes, 

A To satisfy the interest, as far as it will go, at any rate, 
on the $45,000.00 loan at the Toronto-Dominion Bank, 

Q Yes. Well, were cristae incurred after June of 1955, 
other than taxes, in Ideal Homes? 

A Itm sure I dontt know, 

Q Can you give us any explanation how it is, then, that the 
liabilities were not satisfied by the assets as set out in 
either the statement of April 30th, 1955, or June 30th, 1955? 

A No, I'm afraid I can't, Mr. Wright. 

Q And why would you pay, then, a debt of Ideal Homes if there 


was no minute substantiating it, or if there was no 
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1-M-10 

A. J. Hooke - Wright Ex. 

Q (Cont.) assignment of a note or other formalities, which 
I gather to be the case? 

A Well, perhaps I'm a strange person in some ways, and I 
can say this: that any time that I feel I have directly 
or indirectly assumed a monetary liability, I will go to 
any extent to make sure it is paid. 

Q I see, 

A I know when it was suggested that Ideal Homes should go 
into bankruptcy, so far as I was concerned I would have 
sacrificed my home to prevent it. 

Are all the creditors of Ideal Homes now paid? 

A Apart from myself and the Toronto-Dominion Bank. 

Q Yes, but there was never any formal document making you a 
creditor of Ideal Homes, was there? 

A No. 

Q Nor even, evidently, an agreement amongst the directors 
and shareholders as to the amount that you were owed? 

A Other than our word to each other regarding the fact that 
I did loan the company money. 

Q You are saying it was by consent that in June of 1955 you 
paid these monies? 

A The 31,000 that you are referring to, particularly? 

Yes, the consent of the directors of Ideal Homes Ltd.? 

A I cantt recall whether I discussed that with them 


particularly or not. 





Q Do you think you may have paid off the loan without discussing 


it with them? 
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1-M-11 
A. J. Hooke - Wright Ex. 















A Well, I may have done; I know that is something that 
wouldn't hurt their feelings any. 

Q Yes. So you might have done it without any -- you might 
have done it in that fashion and in fact got no formal 


document whatever? 


A Yes, I might have. 

Q You might have got a formal document? 

A No. 

Q Oh, I see, yes, yes. You are agreeing with my question. 

A Yes, 

Q Does anyone owe the company anything now, any debt, other 
than the obvious bad debts which every company has? 

A There again I couldn't be sure. 

Q You told my learned friend Mr. Gill that further money was 
paid on account of Ideal Homes after 1962. What was that? 

A Well, it would be payments made to clean up that overdraft 
to which Mr. Davey referred. 

Q Oh, yes, --- well, that wouldn't -- oh, yes -- yes -- well 
this was being paid out by an agreement for sale of Ideal 
Homes, though. 

A Which was that, Mr. Wright? 

Q Perhaps I didntt make my question clear. We were talking 
about payments by you on account of Ideal Homes Ltd. Have 
you made any payments on account of Ideal Homes Ltd. since 
1962? 

A Since 62? 

Q Yes. 
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1-M-12 
A. J. Hooke - Wright Ex. 















A Yes, the $45,000.00 for which Mr. Campbell and I made 
ourselves responsible, cleaned up everything except what 
was owing to me, 

Q Now, you told us that in 1950 you wouldn't have had 
enough money to qualify yourself further in the teaching 
profession had you left the Legislative Assembly or ceased 


to be a minister. 


A Well, I realized it would be difficult, for sure, with a 
family. 

Q Yes, and the reason was shortage of money? 

MR. MAYNARD: Well, Mr. Commissioner, I think the 


witness said in this respect that he would be required to 
go back to University to take a course in order to qualify 
again to go into the teaching profession, and being a 
married man at that time he possibly would not be able to 
afford that financially. 

MR. WRIGHT: Yes. Well, thank you -- that 
paraphrases what I was putting to you. What my learned 
friend says is Bob reet? 


Yes, that's right. 
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Hooke - Wright Ex. 
























Yes, and in 1953 you didn't have $120.00 ... well, twelve 
thousand cents to compensate the City? 

I think that is a figure of speech. 

Yes, a figure of speech but meaning you had no money then. 
How did you then come to the rather enviable position of 

an excess of assets over liabilities charged against those 
assets shown in Exhibit 398 of $178,000.00 in 1959. Can I 
give you the document just to refresh your memory? 

Thank you. A number of years had passed inthe interim. 
Well, five or six, yes? 

And the lands naturally for which I had or, which I had 
borrowed for or bought on terms had greatly increased in valu 
as a result of development through the country. That is 
really what happened there. 

I see so that in 1953, '54, when you were dealing with the 
City, your shortage of money was due in part to having laid 
out a considerable amount of money on real property, was it? 
No, I wouldn't say that. When you come to discussing Ideal 
Homes ... not Ideal Homes, Sherwood Park, you will get the 
answers as to how property was financed in the first instance 
and the reasons for its enhanced value later on. 

The Sherwood Park property, yes, which is number one on this 
List.in Exhibit, 3937 

No. 

Correct? 

Just a moment, I am sorry. That is on the northeast of 22, 
this is my present home. 
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Hooke - Wright Ex. 





Yes. Well this you got as a result of development of the 
original property, trading and this sort of thing? 

No. 

Well I think we know how it is got, maybe I have expressed it 
wrongly but in this list here, 398, the property in Sherwood 
Park, not your original property admittedly, is number one? 
This one is not in Sherwood Park. 

Not in Sherwood Park proper? 

No, this is my present home which is across the road from 
Sherwood Park. 

Right ? 

It was originally on an approximately twenty-five acre parcel 
but today is on a three acre parcel. 

Yes and number two is not out there? 

No. 

Nor number three. Number four? 

No, this is property at Halkirk. 

That is a third share of the northeast of -- 

Down where I was pater ee as a boy. That has been in the 
family a long time. 

Fine, and number five, is that out at Sherwood Park? 

No, that adjoins this property, that is Halkirk also. 

And number six? 

That would be somethirg that you ... I believe it is on the 
agenda as a separate topic, Doral Development. 


I see, that is the Doral property. Incidentially, this is 


my copy of the Exhibit? i ee 
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1-P-3 
A. J. Hooke - Wright Ex. 













A Yes. This is the house on which that $5,000.00 mortgage was 
placed, my mother's home. 
Yes, that is number seven? 

A The situation has changed a bit. 

Q Yes. Now, the house in Campbelltown, number eight, that was 


your original house that was moved on to a lot in Sherwood 


Park? 
A That is right, yes. 
Q And number nine, half interest in eighty acres, southeast of 


Dist $524. 1235 74% 








A That is the one you will come to in Marilana Ranches. 

Q I see, and number ten is a half interest in the chattels? 

A Yes. 

Q Of Marilana Ranches and when was each of these ... well no, 
my first question is, did any of these come from Ideal 
Homes Limited? 

A No, none whatever. 

When was each of them got then? 

A I believe I purchased Bhs property in 1958, I know that I 
moved into my home in June of 1959, my present home. 

Q Yes, number two, the apartment block on 76th Avenue? 

A Well, I had it for years, I don't remember just when. 

Q Well, that is the one you sold to Flowers, wasn't it? 

A Yes, that would be the Flowers one. 

Q You had that prior to '53? 

A Is this statement for ... 

Q This is in 1959, this statement? 


SUPREME COURT REPORTERS 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA 





— > yan © 


G0Th 


























—— 
| 25w OgsygJtom 00.000.2% ted? dokdw ao savod eft et aiit eet 
| -omorl 2! r9d3om ym ,boosiq 
| " (never t9dan eat Jedd .eo¥ Q- 
tid 6 bognato asd soktsudia odT =A 

eaw tet ,tigie sedmyn ,owodiledgms) nit sevod odd ,wok .uc¥ Q 


| boowrel@® ai Jol 8 oF no bevem eaw ters saved Lenigino Woy 
| TilaeT a 


-29% ,ddgia ef Jet A 


| Yo dassdtuce .207198 yosrpie nt seotsdnt tied enka aodmun bak Q 
Thr eES ySR YORE 
. .asfonsA soslisaM at oF omoo {Iiw voy eno sad ei Sant - A 
| Talestero afd at tesretat tad 6 «tk ood tedmun base esa T Q 
| .aoY’ A 
| 00 ilow ... eaedd to dose sew noriw bas esdonsA soaliasM 20 9 
| [sobl mort smoo seeds te yas bib .et soktesup gaat? ye a 


Tbedimtl asmoh = | 
-aevedsdw onon .ok A 
inedd top mod Yo dose sew aofw  Q) 
I ssid wond £ .820L nt ¥disqorzq aid? beastomqg I svotisd I A 
-omod Smaectqg yn ,.020L To emul al smod ys odnk bsvom 
TounevA AdOv oo Aoold Ineme1sge oft heres 

new Jeut tedaeaes Snob L ~eisey ¢ : 


me ber A I a ‘ 
Sdk @'!oeew eapowost. od ree ents ald “ee 


a 





be 
i) 
so » : 


oh an 
=v Ay 7 
au me — ‘ is WOT, 
oy 


-_ . 
* 
ae « 

















ee 
is at 








_ 
= 









OL 2S to 


> 


J. Hooke - Wright Ex. 


4709 





















I dontt think I had it prior to '53, it must have been some 
time after that. That can be ascertained if you wish it 
but I dontt know at the moment. 

Well, your memory is it was between '53 and '59 that you got 
that one? 

Yes, I think so, and the same thing with the next one. 

Yes, that is the two houses, well, those are the two that we 
have had evidence about with Dr. Allard on 99th Street? 

Yes, that goes back many, many years. 

And the two Halkirk properties are old properties, are they, 
family properties? 

Yes, that is the old family farm. 

And the half Doral Development land we have had evidence 
about ? 

Yes that is right. 

And your 

I built that for my mother and dad in 1947. 

Number seven, the house in Campbelltown, we know about that 
and the Marilana pn O De twn 

That would be about '58. 

Yes, so would it be true to say then Mr. Hooke and I leave it 
there because you will be dealing with Sherwood Park in the 
next topic, that your financial situation eased between 
about the time we are talking about, '55 - '56 and '59? 
Yes it did, at least on paper it did. 

Yes, well, this was largely because of your Sherwood Park 


property being sold? 
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1-P-5 
A. J. Hooke - Wright Ex. 


A Yes, it began about '55 I think, in there. 





Q Thank you. Now, you refer to Mr. Venner -- Wenner, how does 
he pronounce his name? 

A Wenner. 

Q Wenner, as being a man you have known fam many, many years? 

A Yes. 

Q A friend I take it? 

A Yes. 

Q Yes, and have you stayed at his place often in Calgary or at 
all? 

A Yes I have. 

Q Yes, and other Cabinet Ministers also? 

A Not anytime I was there so, I am not aware of any. 

Q To your knowledge? 

A To my knowledge. 

MR. FRIEDMAN: Mr. Commissioner, this is an Inquiry 
into Mr. Hookets conduct, not any of the conduct of other 
Cabinet Ministers. 

THE COMMISSIONER: | What was the last question? 

MR. WRIGHT: What was the question and the answer? 


THE REPORTER: (By reading. ) 
" Q Yes, and other Cabinet Ministers also? 

A Not anytime I was there so, I am not aware of any. 

Q 


To your knowledge? 


A To my knowledge." 





THE COMMISSIONER: IT have already ruled Mr. Wright that I 


don't wish this Inquiry to go beyond the two Cabinet 
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1-P-6 
A. J. Hooke - Wright Ex. 
- Maynard Ex. 


THE COMMISSIONER: (Cont.) Ministers involved because it is 
outside the terms of the reference. 

Q MR. WRIGHT: Yes, well, that is so, I am not 
inquiring about tle identity of any other Cabinet Ministers, 
I am just wondering whether Mr. Wenner was known, that you 
were the only member of the Government that he knew 
particularly to your knowledge or not? 

A I wouldn't think so, I think he is well acquainted with 
quite a number of them. 

Q Thank you. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you Mr. Wright. 








THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Maynard? 


MR. MAYNARD EXAMINES THE WITNESS: 





Q Mr. Hooke, I refer you to Exhibit number 379, this is the 
second story or the revised story of Ideal Homes. I think 
you indicated that this story, revised story had been 
prepared at the request of Mr. Hamilton leaving out certain 


references that had been made in the original document to Mr. 








Menzies? 

A That is correct. 

Q Can you tell us when this revised story was prepared? 

MR. GILL: Do you mean story Mr. Maynard? 

MR. MAYNARD: The story of Ideal Homes. 

MR. GILL: I see, now story. 

A It must have been some time during 1963, I don't remember 
exactly. 





Q MR. MAYNARD: And you indicated that you had 
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(Cont. ) prepared sufficient copies for delivery to all 
the Aldermen and City Commissioners? 

Yes I did. 

Now, will you take a look at Exhibit 379? Will you take a 
look at the last page? Can you tell me if there is attached 
to this document the thirty-one documents that are referred 
to throughout Exhibit 379? 

Yes there were. 

Are they attached to Exhibit 379 now? 

No they are not. 


Have you with you a copy of those thirty-one documents that 





are referred to in Exhibit 379? 
I think I have, sir. 
Mr. Commissioner, in order to understand properly Exhibit 
379 it is necessary to make a reference to the documents 
that were originally attached to Exhibit 379. When Mr. Gill 
submitted Exhibit 379 I presume he did not have the 
documents that were attached at the time Exhibit 379 was file 
Mr. Hooke has a complete set of documents, thirty-one in 
number, that are referred to in Exhibit 379. I would ask 
that they be accepted as an Exhibit to be attached to Exhibit 
379, possibly as 379A because they complete the document 
SAO 

I should also point out, I think there are two documents 
of these thirty-one that are. already filed as separate 
Exhibits but I feel however that they should be filed in 


total for ease of reference. 
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1-P-8 

A. J. Hooke - Maynard Ex. 

MR. WRIGHT: We could simply swap the Exhibit sir. 
MR. MAYNARD: Swap? Attach it. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, we will put that in as 


MR. CLEMENT: Mr. Commissioner, if these should 


THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 
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Exhibit 379A and then it can just be attached to 379 and 
will go along with it. 
GROUP OF THIRTY-ONE DOCUMENTS FILED 


AS EXHIBIT 379A TO BE ATTACHED TO 
EXHIBIT 379. 


come to be referred to separately they can be identified as 


379A and so on. 


MR. MAYNARD: There are already, as I have 
indicated, two documents that have been referred to 
separately and have been filed as separate Exhibits but in 
order to maintain the coherent story I feel that they should 
be all in in total. 

Now Mr. Hooke, you told us I think, as I recall, that yo 
had delivered a copy of this Exhibit 379 to Premier Manning? 
Yes I did. | 
Do you recall when this was done? 

At the same time as I delivered them to Mr. Hamilton. 

This would be during the year 1963? 

Yes. 

And did the copy of Exhibit 379 that you delivered to Premier 
Manning also have attached to it all the thirty-one documents 
referred to? 


Yes it did. 
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1-P-9 
A. J. Hooke - Maynard Ex. 


















Q And on page 8 of Exhibit 379, would you just take a look at 
it please; on page 8 you refer to the fact that you had 


borrowed some $30,000.00 from the bank on your own resources? 


A Yes. 
Q And you also refer to the fact that you had taken out 
mortgages? 


A That is right. 


Q For the purpose of repaying the money that you borrowed from 
the bank? 

A That was the idea. 

Q And Premier Manning had all this information in 1963? 

A Every bit of it. 

Q Can I confer with Mr. Clement for a moment? 

THE COMMISSIONER: I presume those are copies of 
documents are they Mr. Maynard? 

MR. MAYNARD: Pardon? 

THE COMMISSIONER: They are copies of documents, are 
they or are they actual ... 

MR. MAYNARD: | They are copies sir, photostat copies 
made at the time. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 

Q MR. MAYNARD: You have known Mr. Campbell for many 
years, you indicated to us? 

A Yes I have. 


And Mr. Campbell joined Ideal Homes at your request? 


Actually more at the request of Mr. Spady than of me. 
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And it was felt at that time that he could be useful to 
Ideal Homes? 

That is right. 

Now, when Ideal Homes sort of folded up in 1954 or '55, was 
there very much for Mr. Campbell to do after this? 

No, there wouldn't be a great deal Mr. Maynard. 

There were certain assets that had to be realized on and he 
would look after this? 

That is right. 

And the properties that are referred to in Exhibit ... in the 
draft financial statement, June 30th, 1955, that it was 
suggested you should take, would it be Mr. Campbell's 
responsibility to realize on these properties and pay off the 
liabilities of the company? 


Yes it would. 
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A. J. Hooke - Maynard Ex. 


You had nothing to do with this? 
Nothing whatever. 

Q So Mr. Campbell carried on whatever activity was required 
in connection with the actual operations of Ideal Homes? 

A That is right. 

Q And is it fair to say that from 1962 on after you had 
prepared this Exhibit number 410, the original story on 
Ideal Homes, that you took the lead in the discussions with 
the City of Edmonton? 


A That's right. 


Q Mr. Campbell participated in some of these discussions as 
well? 

A I don't think we ever met together with any City official. 

Q No, but did he, do you know if he ever saw any City officials 


on his own? 





A Well, I know that he saw Mr. Hamilton. 

Q Yes, and outside of this? 

A I couldn't be sure outside of that. 

Q Fine. And in 1966 when the application was made for the 
re-zoning of the land in, the lots in the Wellington Park 
area to R2 and R5, did Mr. Campbell have anything to do with 
this application? 

A Yes, Mr. Campbell signed the application, it is all in his 
name. 

Q This was part of the operation of Ideal Homes? 


A That is right. 


Q Did you have anything to do with this application? 
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2-B-2 
A. J. Hooke - Maynard Ex. 




















A From the standpoint of being asked to make this application 
by Commissioner Hamilton, yes. 

Q Once you had been asked to make the application, Mr. 
Campbell handled the mechanics of it? 

A That is right. 

Q And in 1967, I am sorry, in 1966 after the re-zoning had 
been done, had been agreed to R4 instead of R5, I understand 
that there were some discussions with Commissioner Menzies 


about building over the sewer line and removal of the power 


line? 

A Yes, that is correct. 

Q Yes, did you have anything to do with these discussions? 

A No, I did not. 

Q Did Mr. Campbell handle these for Ideal Homes, these 
discussions, I am talking about 1966 now. 

A I think the actual discussions took place between Mr. 
Menzies and the party who was prepared to take over the land 
and build. 

Q There is some evidence that Mr. Arnold had some discussions 
with Commissioner Menzies in 1966? 

A That is right. 

Q Who would Mr. Arnold receive his instructions from, Mr. 
Campbell or the people who were interested in acquiring 
the land? 

A I think mainly from the people who were interested in 





acquiring the land. He did speak to Mr. Campbell too, I 


am aware of that. 
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A. J. Hooke - Maynard Ex. 


Q And then in 1967, January as I recall, Mr. Buxton of Buxton 
Real Estate came into the picture? 

Yes. 

And carried on discussions with Mr. Menzies? 


That is right. 


Co FF OO PF 


Do you know whether the letter that has been requested of 
Mr. Menzies by Mr. Arnold and Mr. Buxton has ever been 
delivered to them yet? 

A Not to my knowledge. 

Q Could I bring you back for a minute now to your discussions 
with Mr. Hamilton. Mr. Hamilton has indicated in his 
evidence that he had been to your office possibly on five or 
six occasions, or thereabouts. Can you give us any informa- 


tion about the number of times that Mr. Hamilton was in to 





see you? 

A He came in to see me when he suggested first of all the land 
swap in 1964. 

Q I am sorry, the land swap, could you just explain this? 

A The proposal there was that Ideal Homes exchange its land 
for a site in Buena Vista on which would be erected nursing 
homes or a nursing home. It was on February, I believe 
February 14th of that year that I first met Mr. Hamilton 
actually, I had spoken to him on the phone, but actually I 
hadntt seen him face to face until then; and he drove me 
over to, to see the two sites or even three which he 
proposed to, could be exchanged between Ideal Homes and the 


City for nursing home sites, so that he was with me on that 
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2-B-4 
A. J. Hooke - Maynard Ex. 


A (Cont.) occasion. 





























When this exchange did not go through Mr. Hamilton came 
to see me again and suggested that the City should take the 
Ideal Homes property and should pay for it. He also stated 
the amount which ought to paid by the City, being the amount 
of $140,000.00. On that occasion he suggested figures which 


made up the $140,000.00; and then said to me, as I recall 


quite distinctly, "Alf -", we were on first names by this 
time, " -— you have been patient too long, the City will ask 
you to compromise but don't compromise one penny. I will 


argue this strongly as this should be done and should have 
been done long ago. I think the history is well known that 
it wasntt done.", And then at his own suggestion the 
application for zoning from R1 and R2 to R2 and R5 was made, 
and on that occasion Mr. Hamilton sat in my office and in 
front of witnesses outlined in a note what should be done, 
how to go about it, and then on the back of the note wrote 
out the names of the Aldermen and said to me "Now, you know 
there is only one way to get this agreed to, and that is 

to carry on a lobby.". He indicated beside the name of the, 
of the different Aldermen the people he thought would have 
most success in lobbying the Aldermen. JI told him that I 
didntt agree with lobbying, so far as I was concerned I 
would have no part of lobbying, and that the application 
which was being made by Mr. Campbell should stand on its own 
feet. That also in due course was turned down by the City. 


Q Excuse me, by the City Council? 
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Hooke - Maynard Ex. 


By City Council, even though the application was accompanied 
by a very large petition of people living right around the 
area Signing in favor of it. 

As I said before, planning in Edmonton is not done as 
a rule in accordance with good planning procedures, but 
rather in accordance with lobbying and that sort of thing. 

Following this refusal I received a call from Mr. 
Hamilton in which he told me that now that everything had 
failed up to this point he was going to see to it that a 
zoning at least more in keeping with what the zoning really 
ought to be was made by the Planning Branch, of which he was 
the head. They themselves, meaning the Planning Branch, 
recommended to City Council that the five lots facing 27th 
Street be zoned R4. This was accepted. 

Before this was done, however, I asked Mr. Hamilton 
whether or not it would mean a new application by Ideal 
Homes and another hundred and fifty or two hundred dollars 
as the case might be, as had been paid before. He said 
"Oh, no, this does notomean any such thing, this is our 
own recommendation. I am sure this one can be accepted and 
there is no charge so far as Ideal Homes is concerned." 

I believe it was on Valentine's Day or the day after that 
he phoned and told me that the R4 zoning had been approved. 
Some months later Mr. Campbell received a letter from the 
City Planning Department asking for payment in the amount of 
something like one hundred and seventy odd dollars for this 


application. There was a follow-up letter reminding him 


SUPREME COURT REPORTERS 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA 





— Osta 



























x4 brsayeM - 


|, tb sal Ps 1 
beinsamooos asw acotsscilaqqs sfdt dguods asve _Ltonyo) <3iD a 


sid bovoisn agin gaivil eiqosq to netsiseq epzst v1ev a ¥d 
.tk Yo teva? at gutapte 29718" 
as sach gon et notdoomb3 at gatianale .o10ted bine I sé 
tud ,asuubeco1q gatanelq boog Ajiw sonsbros.0sn ak eiut « 
prides to Jaoa tads bas yaiyddol dgiw songbacogs ut telizst 
.7M moult Ifso s bevieost I igeute1 aid? gatwolloi 
| bad poldtyreve Jeds won feds em blos ed doidw nt aosiimaH 
s Jeds ¢i ot soa of gato, asw off tntog eid? oF qu beiia? 
| NWifees gninos odd sadw dsiw gaiqgesd ak etom Jeasl 3a gninos 
asw ed slokdw Yo ,dons 74 gateansltI eft vd sbam asw od oF JInguo 
,foas1& yatanelt odd yatnsom .eevioamodt yedT .beer odd 
asvf goios? atof svil eAs teds L[ionuoD y3iD of bebasmaoos7 
.betgecos easw aidT .)H benos sd see1s2 
aotitmeH .1M beoles’ I .1rsvawod .snob asw atd? et0%ed 
faebI vd nottsoiiqas wea e« asem bluow tI Jon to tentzonw 
. aeyaifob beribaud ow? v0)O ¥aItt bas beabnaud tedgonasa bas asmoh 
| bise oH .stoted biag need bed es .e8d tigim easo efd as 
qo ei aids .gaid? dove yns asom toa ssob éfAs .on ,f0" 
bas betqesos ed ne® sno eit otwe os I .noidvabnemmoces nvwro 
* bemieoned ai asmoli ImebI as 133 08 spaado on ei 970fd 
todd ret%e wh add to wd atentdneia’ & poset vic ovoLiod I 
ee ee mis bonodg of 
‘ 
| ipl as fet 


Sm B 


— 


os deat 
- ss Tey 


ad | 
't atsileb bho 

an ae 

7 =e a Ly’ : 


Be bo 8 ae eee 
i aie: ey 


=) 


4721 


2-B-6 
A. J. Hooke - Maynard Ex. 


A (Cont.) him that this hadn't been paid, and as I recall it 


he appealed to the Mayor to look into this. He received a 





short reply, as I recall again from Mr., Commissioner Menzies|, 
saying: "His Worship had asked me to look into this for you." 
since which time there has been no reply of any sort either 


from Mr. Menzies or from the Mayor. 


Q And no request for payment? 
A And no further request for payment. 
Q Now, you have referred to a note that you said had been 


prepared by Mr. Hamilton outlining the procedure that you 
should follow and setting out on the reverse side a list of 


the Aldermen? 


A I*have it.” sir. 

Q Have you this note with you? In whose handwriting is this, 
Mr. Hooke? 

A That is Mr. Hamiltonts own handwriting. 

Q The note, Mr. Commissioner, reads as follows: 


"Write to W. G. Hardcastle, Secretary, Municipal 
Planning Commission, City Hall. Explain proposal and 
ask for a change of zoning to R5 and R2. Give brief 
summary of the reasons behind the proposal. M.P.C. 
meets Thursday A.M." 
M.P.C., that is the Municipal Planning Commission? 
A Les. 
Q "Then phone Miss Cask, Secretary to the Mayor, to address 
Council at four thirty re the zoning proposal. At that 


time a sketch will be useful. 
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2-B-7 
A. J. Hooke - Maynard Ex. 




















Q (Cont.) "For your information M.P.C. will recommend the 
change in zoning to Council, and Council will receive 
this as an tOriginal Communication’. 

You ask to speak to this 0.C." 
Original communication. 
"Council then authorizes first reading of a new Bylaw 
to amend the C.B." 


What would the initials C.B. mean? 











A Should mean - 
Q It should be Z.B., Zoning Bylaw? 
A Zoning Bylaw. 
Q And on the reverse side are the following names with some 
suggested names in brackets alongside: 
"FE, J. Edwards (Rogers) 
Ivor Dent: H.J.H. 
Dr. McGugan, circled A.A. 
Mrs. Wilson - struck off 
Mrs. McCallum - struck out 
Mrs. Kiniski 
E. Leger 
J. L. Bodi - struck out 
Ken Newman —- struck off 
R. M. Weinlos (Dr. Melger) 
R. F. Lambert (Rogers) 
(V. M. Dantzer) and alongside A.J.H." 
I would ask this be filed as an Exhibit? 
THE COMMISSIONER: Is that the memorandum given to Mr. 
Hooke by Mr. Hamilton? 
THE MAYNARD: By Mr. Hamilton. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Was the date established? 
Q MR. MAYNARD: Can you give us the date, I think you 


mentioned a date? 





It was just before, just as the application was going in at 
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2-B-8 
A. J. Hooke - Maynard Ex. 





















A (Cont.) any rate for the zoning to R2 and R5. 

Q Can you give us the year? Well, the date might be establishe 
in this way, Mr. Commissioner, I understand it was prior to 
the application made for the rezoning of the Wellington Park 
area from R2 to R5. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, we have evidence of that. 

MR. MAYNARD: For identification it is a handwritten 
memorandum in the handwriting of Mr. Hamilton. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Exhibit 380. 


HANDWRITTEN NOTE FROM HAMILTON TO 
HOOKE MARKED EXHIBIT 4506. 


Q MR. MAYNARD: Now, Mr. Hooke, you were asked yesterday 
by Mr. Wright, and I think you forgot to follow it up, if 
you could produce any correspondence which you had had with 
Major Lockhart concerning the Capilano lots; have you 


discovered any such correspondence? 


A Yes, I have, sir. 

Q The correspondence consists of what? 

A Perhaps you could see the correspondence. 

Q Mr. Hooke has just handed me, Mr. Commissioner, a letter 
dated November 29th 1950 from R. A. McMullen, Agent General, 
Government of the Province of Alberta, written from Alberta 
House in London, to Ralph R. Moore, Deputy Minister, 
Department of Economic Affairs, attaching a type written 
copy of a letter that Mr. McMullen had received from J. G. 
Lockhart of 185 Ashley Gardens, S. W. 1., dated November 26th 
1950. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Exhibit 381. 
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2-B-9 
A. J. Hooke - Maynard Ex. 


MR. MAYNARD: Both documents as one Exhibit. 
MR. FRIEDMAN: Mr. Commissioner, I believe that the 
numbering is in error on the last two Exhibits. I believe 


we got to Exhibit 455. 






THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, yes, I was following the 379 Exhibit}. 
Yes, those last two numbers are definitely wrong. The 
number I gave as 380 should be 456. Thank you Mr. Friedman. 

MR. WRIGHT: What is Exhibit 456? 

THE COMMISSIONER: And the next one, 457. 

LETTER, McMULLEN TO MOORE, NOVEMBE 
29th 1950, WITH ENCLOSURE FROM 
LOCKHART TO McMULLEN OF NOVEMBER 


26th, 1950, TOGETHER MARKED 
EXHIBIT 457. 


Q MR. MAYNARD: Mr. Hamilton's note is 456? 

A Yes. 

Q Before marking this I will read the relevant parts, Mr. 
Commissioner. The letter from Mr. McMullen to Mr. Moore 


starts off as follows: 

"Please find attached hereto copy of a letter dated 
November 26th, 1950, from Major J. G. Lockhart, 
Permanent Secretary, Commonwealth Parliamentary 
Association, House of Commons, London. 

Major Lockhart has at all times been extremely 
helpful to Alberta House. Through his good offices the 
Minister was invited to speak to a group of members in 
the Association Chambers, almost three years ago." 

The paragraph I wish to refer to is the following: 
"May I ask you to be so kind as to solicit the assist- 
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2-B-10 
A. J. Hooke - Maynard Ex. 


Q (Cont.) ance of the Minister in having these lots valued. 
Perhaps you could indicate their location on an 
Edmonton map." 
And the letter from Mr. Lockhart to Mr. McMullen: 

"T have at last had some particulars about the property 
in Alberta, of which I am a Trustee. I am afraid the 
information is very meagre and may not enable you to 
identify the property, but I would be most grateful if 
you could give me some idea about it. 


tVacant lots in suburb of Edmonton, Alberta, being 





allwomBlock S; Lots 9 and 10, Block 8; Lots 29 and 30, 





Block 9; in (?) Capital City of Edmonton, Alberta.'*" 
After receipt of this communication, Mr. Hooke, did you 


you do anything to try to locate this property in Edmonton? 











A Yes, I did, Mr. Maynard. 

Q And also to ascertain the valuation of the property? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q And this was communicated to Mr. Lockhart, to Major Lockhart? 

A That's right. 

Q Now, you said you had found another letter. Mr. Commissioner, 
Mr. Hooke has handed me a photostat of the handwritten letter 
signed "J. G. Lockhart", dated November 19th '52, and 
attached to the written communication is a typed, is the 
typing of the communication. 

MR. CLEMENT: A translation. 

Q MR. MAYNARD: Well, to make it easier for reading. 





I would like this to be filed as an Exhibit. 
SUPREME COURT REPORTERS 


EDMONTON, ALBERTA 


oo 
— 


























7 
= - 


ey, ee 
2 baseyaM = 9 oH 


.beulav egof seodd yoived mk sectetetlé ans to PR eet ss 
ell ao aoijsool stedd 6ta0tbai Blyoo voy aqsiiet 
".qsm aotaombd -— 
. :-qeliuMoM .4M oF sreddon!] .aM mort adtddeL£ edd bak 
¥oisqo%g sit sjvods atetuoltisq emoa bed sasl to eve I” ~ ‘es 
odd bisttea ms I  ,eedauel 6 ms I dokdw 90 .edasdEA At 
od voy oldans Jon yam hus eo Tgsem yiev sk noi temzotnk 
1t isiejaw seom 6d hivow I sud «Ytreqo1q odd Ylisuebi 
-7i Juods sebi smoa om ovig bluos voy 
witod ,sivediA ,nojnombS Yo daudue at etol gnaosV! 
Of bas Cf ato! ;6 Mool@ ,O£ bas © atol :& Asofa to Lis m 
“T.etvedLA ,notnombd Yo y¥siD Isttas) (¢) at :2@ oaoold 
uoy bib .sso0oH .7M .noitdsoinummon elds Yo tqisoe1 A93TA 


| *nodnumba ai yiiasqotq etdt otsc0l oF ¥1t oF gniddyne ob NOY 
' 


-bianysM .aM «bib IT ,asY A 

| -V379qgo1q oft to soitautiav sit alstti90es of oats bak 9 
-brb I -aeY A 

i dresiiool toleM of ,.tusddool .7M of beJwoinummoo eaw @idd bad 9 
|  ,ddgke ef tadT A 
eeeteaionc® aN 6 .nedsel tedtons bayo? bed voy bisa voy = Q 


Stef nostinwbned oft t0 teteosorq « miner nears 
(BG EZ! A9EL sednovou bodeW ."oasdslood iB! -L" be ia 

°, <9 hee ee * 5 era eee 

om beater ek molisoinummos aesstaw ofd a 


: nal 




























4726 


2-B-11 
A. J. Hooke - Maynard Ex. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Exhibit 458. 


LETTER, LOCKHART TO McMULLEN, 
NOVEMBER 19th, 1952, MARKED 
EXHIBIT 458. 


Q MR. MAYNARD: There is one or two words in the letter 
cannot be identified and they are left blank in the type 
written document. The letter simply refers to the fact that 
Milner, Steer, Dyde, Poirier, Martland and Layton, an Edmonton 
firm, is looking after the interests of the estate, and 
communication was carried on with this firm, I take it, Mr. 
Hooke, later? 

A That is right. 

Q You were asked a moment ago by my friend Mr. Wright, Mr. 
Hooke, whether you were short of money away back in 1953, 
154, and so on, and you indicated that you were always short 
of money; does that mean that you were never, you were 
always out of assets, or just short of money? 

A I was short of money, my credit was usually good. 

Q And you had sufficient assets to cover whatever loans you 
might have made at anger ane? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q Yes, fine, thank you, that is all, Mr. Commissioner. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Have you any further questions, Mr. 
Maynard? 

MR. MAYNARD: No, no. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Are there any questions arising out of 





the Exhibits placed in? Mr. Gill? 
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2-B-12 
A. J. Hooke = Gill Ex. 


MR. GILL EXAMINES THE WITNESS: 
























Q Yes, thank you, Mr. Commissioner. 
Mr. Hooke, you will notice that in Exhibit 457, this 

letter of November 29th 1950 on the letterhead of the 
Government of the Province of Alberta signed by R. A. 
McMullen, Agent General of the Government of the Province 
of Alberta, it is addressed to Mr. Moore as Deputy Minister 
of the Department of Economic Affairs: can you tell me, sir, 
how a communication addressed to the Government suddenly 
winds up with lands in your own name? 

A Yes, I certainly can, Mr. Gill. 

Q How did that happen? 

A I had a communication, as a matter of fact I had had two or 
three personal letters from Mr. Lockhart following my return. 
I think I should say this, that I had indicated I thought 
that the original date was 1949 or thereabouts. The one 
that you have is '50, that is the only reason I'm explaining 
the difference. But certainly this was turned over to me 
instantly by the Deputy Minister. 

Q And you appropriated it for yourself? 


A What was that again? 


Q You appropriated it for yourself, sir? 

MR. MAYNARD: This is a photostat, Mr. Gill. 

Q MR. GILL: Not the letter, the property? 

A I didn't appropriate any property whatever, Mr. Gill, and 


you know that. 


Q I suggest, Mr. Hooke, that this was addressed to the Govern- 
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2-B-13 


A. J. Hooke = Gill Ex. 








Q (Cont.) ment and the Government should have answered; how did 
you personally suddenly decide that this property should 
come to you? 

A I didn't decide that but I am a part of the Government, I was 
then and still am, and certainly the Deputy Minister would 
Rea to me, especially being the man who knew Major Lockhart. 

Q In November of 1950, sir, you were Minister of Economic 
Affairs? 

A That is correct. 

Q And thie property was an inquiry addressed to the Deputy 
Minister of Economic Affairs? 

A And the Deputy is, was responsible to me, naturally. 

Q And you as Minister wound up with this property personally? 

A I did. 

Q Thank you. 

A But that is not anything to do whatever with the Government 
and I think it is already on record as to how it occurred. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Bowen? 

MR. BOWEN: No questions, sir. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Crawford? 

MR. CRAWFORD: No questions, sir. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Wright? 

MR. WRIGHT: No questions, sir. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Clement? 

MR. CLEMENT: No sir. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 
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2-M-1 


A. J. Hooke - Clement Ex. 

MR. CLEMENT: Mr. Commissioner, the matter of the 
South Bend Motel meeting has been dealt with in evidence, 
and I dontt propose to ask Mr. Hooke any questions relating 
to it for this reason, sir: the attendance of Mr. Hooke 
at that meeting was procured by Mr. Leger, and in his 
examination-in-chief in answer to a question by me as to 
how the meeting was arranged, he said, in Volume 27, at 
page 822: 

"TIT told Mr. Hooke rather an important matter had come 
up and I thought that he should -- that was of 
interest to him, and I thought that he should 
arrange to meet with some people who were at my 
place, and I did not tell him who the people were, and 
he came -- ," 

Further down he says: 

"Mr. Hooke said, 'I will be there in a few minutes; I! 
just on my way home,?", 

Now, I can draw no implications from that, sir, upon which 
I find it necessary oe question Mr. Hooke; and if you will 
recall, testimony was given of those two other persons who 
were present at the meeting when it was held: Mr. Hume and 
Mr. Leger --- and both concurred that Mr. Hume had 
subjected Mr. Hooke to what I think might be described as 

a rough cross-examination., You will recall Mr. Leger felt 
embarrassed to the point that he was about to intervene 

at one time. The upshot of what happened down there, sir, 


is all that is of interest directly to this inquiry, and 
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2-M-2 


A. J. Hooke - Clement Ex. 
- Gill Ex. 

MR. CLEMENT: (Cont.) the evidence which has been given in 
respect of that meeting disclosed nothing new whatsoever. 
All that was discussed has been fully put on the record. 
I suggest to your Lordship that whatever internecine fightin 
might be going on in the background between one person and 
another is of no interest. We are concerned with an 
ascertainment of the facts of Mr. Hooke'ts discharge of the 
duties of his office, and for that reason, sir, I'm not 
proposing to ask Mr. Hooke questions on this incident. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Gill? 

MR. GILL EXAMINES WITNESS: 

Q Thank you. Mr. Hooke, concerning this South Bend meeting, 

it was approximately the end of July, 1964, was it not? 

On the 30th, to be exact, Mr. Gill. 

You received a telephone call from Mrs. Hooke? 

Yes, I did. 

And as a result you phoned Mr. Leger? 

Yes. 


And what was this about? 


r O FF CO FP CO PP 


My wife phoned me -- as a matter of fact, the time was 
3:55, and told me that she had received a call from a 

Mr. Leger, and that he had asked her if she would phone to 
me and ask me to phone him, and he had given her a 
telephone number. I said, “Do you know whether it is 
Alderman Leger?" and she said, "Well, I dontt know, I 
suppose that it is." I said, "I wonder why he didn't phone 


me.tt She said, “Well, he said that he knew you were busy 
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2-M-3 

As J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 

A (Cont. ) and that he didn't want to interrupt you, and he 
thought you wouldn't mind my interrupting you and giving 
you this message.t' I thought it was rather an odd way of 
getting a message; nevertheless I put in the phone call to 
Mr. Leger, 

Q You have heard or read Mr. Leger's explanation on page 2821 
when he was asked by Mr. Clement about phoning to your 
home at that time of day, and he said, " | 

"Yes, because I was under the impression that he was 


ill and was not at work." 


A I dontt know where he would get that impression, Mr. Gill. 

Q Not from the meeting that you had had a week before with 
him? 

A No. 

Q At which time you do admit that perhaps tears were streaming 


down your eyes? 

A No, I didn't get to that place, but I did have jerky motions 
of my hands and feet. 

Q And at that time you yourself on the first meeting, you had 
called on Alderman Leger? 

A Yes. 
And you had discussed Ideal Homes? 

A It was only to make him aware of where the property is 
that he had described as a “moose pasture'"* -- and I took it 
for granted at that time that certainly he would wish to be 
fair, and from the statement in the press it was obvious 


that he didn't know what the facts were. I asked him if he 
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A> J: Hooke’ -’ Gill Ex. 


A (Cont. ) would like to know. 
























Q Was this after your meeting with Commissioner Hamilton and 
these notes that Commissioner Hamilton left you? 

A No, this would be before that, before this "notes" business. 
So Leger was one of the aldermen you wanted to persuade? 
No, I wasntt trying to persuade any one of them, Mr. Gill. 
You may find it hard to believe, but I have stayed away 
meticulously from that sort of thing. 


Q How do you happen to know the time 3:55 on Juny 30th, 196--? 


A The reason was that -- for instance, when Alderman Leger 
phoned me he said, "Could I see you" or "May I see you?" 

Q He phoned you back at the office? 

A No, when I was talking to him. 

Q I see. 

A He said, "May I see you?" 

Q And you called him after the call from Mrs. Hooke? 

A Yes, I did, and as soon as we had exchanged hellots and 


so on I said, "You wanted me to call you?" and he said, 


"Yes, may I see you?" I said, "Yes, you may; as a 
matter of fact, I'm not too busy at the moment -- you could 
drop in now, if you wish," and he said, "Well, that -- I'm 


awfully busy, but you go home by way of the south side -- 
could you possibly drop in on your way home?" I said, "Well, 
it's just about four o'clock, and this happens to be a 
Thursday, and for many years my wife and I have met in town 
on a Thursday evening and had dinner together, and I am 


to meet her at five o'clock tonight, so I find it rather 
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2-M-5 
A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 
















A (Cont.) difficult to run over there" -- because he asked 
me if I could run over there -- or could I call in on the 
way home, and I said I was having dinner in town and I 
couldntt call in on the way home until later. I said, 
"Will Friday do, will tomorrow do?" and he said, "No, this 
is a very urgent matter I want merit eres with you," and he 
said, "It is something which is of vital importance to both 
of us, and I am sure you would want to take the time if 


you knew what it was all about." 





Q Did he mention -- , 

A He said -- 

Q Pardon me, 

A He said -- I said, "“Cantt it wait until tomorrow? Is it all 
that urgent?" and he said, "No, it really can't. You don't 
know what a favor you would be doing me if you would take of 
a little time and come over," 

Q You have this close a recollection of word-for-word 
conversation, a conversation that took place three and a 
half years ago? 

A Yes, I have every reason to, Mr. Gill, and that is because 
it was all reported the next day as a result of the action 
that took place in that basement that evening. 

Q Reported to whom? 

A Toc he? Re CoMyrs 

Q By you? 

A Not only by me. 

Q By the Premier as well? 
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Correct. 














And did you make a statement to the R.C.M.P.? 
I surely did. 

And do you have a copy of it? 

I have a rundown of the happenings, that were handed to the 
ReC MAP, 

And you have read that before coming here today; is that 
correct? 

I have read it many times, sir. 

When did you last read that? 

I think perhaps over the weekend. 

Do you have it with you now? 

Ves a beda. 

May I see it, please? These are notes that you prepared 
for, the. KR. CoM. Ba? 

Yes. Might I say, please, that when I got out of Mr. Leger’: 
home an hour and ten minutes after I entered, I stopped two 
blocks away and made rough notes as to what had taken place, 
I still couldn't believe my ears. I met my wife, had 

dinner quickly, and went straight to my office and phoned 
Mr. Manning. 

Do you have those rough notes? 

No, unfortunately I haventt those. As soon as I had written 
this up the next morning in full I destroyed the few notes. 
I see. So what time did you leave your office? 

Instantly, as soon as I had hung up the phone, right around 
the four otclock mark. 
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2-M-7 
A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 

And you went to the South Bend Motel? 
Yes, I did. 


Who met you there? 


> Oo PF LC 


Mr. Leger met me at the door. 
Who else was with him? 

No one. 

Do you know a Mr. Tom O'Dwyer? 
Yes, I do. 


Did you see him there? 


Se (OO tO 


No, I did not. 
Do you know a Mr. Morley Grundberg? 


Yes. 





Did you see him there? 
No, I didn't. 
You later met Mr. Hume downstairs? 


That is right. 


oO fF Ce Or. tO 


It11 come to that. Do you know -- or did you know in July 


O'tDwyerts car, would you have recognized it? 





Oh, no. 
You didntt know it? 


No, I had no idea what sort of a car he drove. 


Oars 2 .- 


So you got to the South Bend Motel and you were met by Mr. 


Leger? 


> 


Yes. 
Then what transpired? 
A He said, “Let's go down in the basement where we can talk 


So I went downstairs -- down the basement 
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2-M-8 
A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 
























A (Cont. ) with him, and he took me into the same little room 
that we talked in one week before. 

Q Can you explain to the Commissioner, Mr. Hooke, why you, a 
cabinet minister, holding by then for some years the office 
of Minister of Municipal Affairs, being deputy premier for 
years in the absence of Mr. Manning, the second most senior 


member of the government at that time, I would think, were 


you not? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you go to everyonets beck and call to a meeting of this 
sort? 

A No, I don't go to everyone's beck and call, Mr. Gill, but I 


have, I think I said the other day, looked upon myself as 

a public servant, as one who would put in twenty-four hours 
a day seven days a week if necessary. 

DVsee™ 

And on many occasions I have, for instance, especially when 


I was in Economic Affairs, met in evenings with prospective 





industrialists in their hotel; I have on occasions, when 
perhaps three or four of such people were meeting in a home 
in Edmonton, I have gone on invitation if it has been 
more convenient for me to see them than for them to see me. 
I have done that without hesitation. 

This was a pretty inconvenient time for you. 

Yes, it certainly was. I explained that. 


You were meeting your wife for dinner? 


oO 6 RO 


Right. 
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2-M-9 
AW, *J. “Hooke *— ‘Gill “Ex, 


Q And you were busy in your office? 
A I wasntt very busy at the moment. 
Q I see, and you were interested in Ideal Homes, Mr. Hooke. 


Isntt that why you went there? 
A No, as a matter of fact when this phone call came it didn't 
sound as though it were anything pertaining to Ideal Homes, 
from his conversation with me, 
What did it sound as if it pertained to? 
Well, I had no idea. 
And yet you went? 


Yes, I did. 


So a 





I suggest sincerely, Mr. Hooke, you went because you hoped 
to persuade Alderman Leger to vote for the Ideal Homes't 
position? 

Oh, not at all. 

And Mr. Leger iS wrong when he mentions that suggestion? 


Yes, he certainly is. 


tO > tO > 


And then what happened? You were in the door and taken down 


the basement? 


> 


That is right. 





And what occurred next? 

A Well, there was a desk in the room something like this one, 
and it was located about like this. The room was very small, 
and I was given a seat over at this end, the right hand 
side, and the door coming into it would correspond to where 
this chair is before me; and Mr. Leger walked over:and sat 


down, to begin with, at the other end of the table. 
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2-M-10 
A. J. Hooke. - Gill, Ex. 


Yes? 

























A And then I waited for him to say something. And then 
finally there was a real cloak-and-dagger drama took place 
between himself and myself. I had no part in the drama 
other than to listen. 

What was this? 

A He looked at me and said, "Alf, I dontt know how to tell 
you this." TI said, "What's it all about?" He said, "Oh, 
you are in very grave danger." 

Not "trouble" but "danger"? 

A "Danger." I said, "What are you talking about?" He got up 
from his chair and walked over and stood in front of me, 
looked down at me, shook his head and said, "You know I am 
a friend of yours, don't you?" TI said, "I have had no reason 


to think you were a friend or otherwise; we dontt know 


each other that well." He said, "Oh, yes, I ama friend of 
yours and I would hate to see anything happen to you." [I 
said, "Tell me what this is all about." He said, “Well, I jus 


dontt know how to start telling you this." I was dumbfounded 


hardly knew what to say; and after a bit he said, "Well, 





will you talk?" I said, "What do you mean, 'Will I talk?'t" 
"Will you answer some questions?" 'Well,", I said, “what 
about?tt "Well," he said, “you are going to have to answer 
some questions," he said, “otherwise in 48 hours your life 
wontt be worth living." 
Q Did he mean your physical life or your political life, or 
did you -- ? 
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2-M-11 
A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 


A Well, as it turned out a bit later on it would undoubtedly 
mean my political life, but at that stage it was simply that, 
"Within 48 hours your life won't be worth living." He kept 
repeating, "I dontt know how to tell you this; as a friend 
I dontt want to see you hurt, but I can't help you unless 
you will talk." Well," ~I said, “what's it all about?" 

I want to say that at that moment I was completely calm and 
collected, nothing happened such as did the week before, 
not by any means, just as much so as I am at this moment. 
Some -- it must have been ten minutes that this sort of 
thing went on, during which time Mr. Leger would walk back 


to the other corner, which would be, as I am sitting here, 





to my left, stood with his face into the wall, his back 

to me, his feet apart -- I can still see the stance -- and 
his hands behind his back, and he would shake his heal and 
say,"Well, I don't know, I don't know," 

You had known him for some time? 


A I met Mr. Leger first in 1959, but I had never got to know 





him closely at all. I met him twice in 1959. 


Q But by 1964 you felt well enough to call on him -- you felt 





you knew him well enough to call on him? 
A I did, and certainly I knew of him and knew what he had -- 
his association with City Council -- 
And what he had done in connection with Mr, Hawrelak? 
Yes, I was aware of that. 


Continue, sir. 


=o  S ©} 


So, after a while he said, "Well, if you're not going to talk 
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2-M-12 
A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 

A (Cont.) I cantt help you." Well," I said, “what do you 
want me to talk about? What is this all about?" 

Yes? 

He said, "Well, if you dontt talk," he said, “as I said 
before, your life won't be worth living in 48 hours. We 
want some questions answered." JI said, "This is blackmail, 
isn't it?" He says, "Oh, no, no, in blackmail we ask you 


for something." 


Q Who is "wet? 

A "In this case we are trying to give you something." 

Q Win is "welt? 

A And I asked that very same question, Mr. Gill, at about 
that point: "Who is ‘wet? and he said, "Well, there's some 
men upstairs waiting for your answers to some questions." 
He said, "Two of them you know very well." I said, "Is that 
so?" and he said, "Yes; one is Jim Hume of the Edmonton 
Journal, and the other is Thomas O'Dwyer," and he said, 
"Would you answer some questions for Jim Hume?" fT said, 
"Surely, I would; I've always recognized Jim Hume as 
a friend, always thought he was a friend of mine; I will 
answer questions of Jim Hume," and so he left and went 
upstairs and was gone for quite some little time. 

Q You didn't want to talk to O'Dwyer as well? 

A Well, that was not even suggested. 

Q I thought you said -- ? 

A No, he said that there were --- "There are several men 


upstairs, two of whom you know: one is O'Dwyer and the other 
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2-M-13 
Ane enoOke — Gill Bx. 


A (Cont.) is Hume." 


And who wanted to talk to you? 























A He said, "Will you answer some questions for Jim Hume?" -- 
Mr. Leger asked me that. 
Q All right. You say it wasn't discussed at all that 


O*Dwyer also ask you some questions? 


A No, no, that was not, Mr. Gill. 
Continue. 

A So after a few minutes -- which may have seemed more to me 
than it actually was --- Mr. Leger and Mr. Hume came 


downstairs together. There was a chair in front of the 
desk turned backwards, something like that one, 
You are pointing to a plain wooden chair? 

A Yes, something like that it was, and Mr. Leger took his 
station back in the corner again, and I was still at the 
same place at this end. Mr. Hume came downstairs and shook 
hands and said, “Hello, Alf," and I said, "Hello, Jim," and 


I said, "What's this all about? I thought you and I were 





friends." Well," he said, “we are -- ." 

Q Right from the beginning you thought it was an unfriendly 
act? 

A I didn't know what in the world was coming, but at least I 


greeted Mr. Hume in the way that I would always greet him, 
Why didn't you just walk out of there, Mr. Hooke? 
I wanted to know what was going on, Mr. Gill. 


Well, did you actually -- . 


=> OC FF CO 


I had been aware for some time that there were certain 
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2-M-14 
A. JJ. PHooke ~— (Gill fBx. 
















A (Cont.) activities going on by a certain group of people. 








Q This is the clique that is referred to in the Premier's 
statement issued after this, is it? 

A Yes. 

Q Exhibit 360. 

A That's right. 

Q In these proceedings, and this clique consisted of whom, 
to your belief? 

A Well, I dontt know how many, naturally -- . 
No, but whom did you believe to be in the clique? 
Well, I know that Mr. O'Dwyer phoned me frequently and 
indicated that he was going to destroy the government and 
all this sort of thing. 
And who else? 

A Well, it became obvious now to me that there must be a 
connection at least between him and the two men who 
were now in this room. 

Q Leger and Hume? 

A Well, it appeared that way to me, 

Q I see, and you had heard these rumors before? 

A Yes, I had; as a matter of fact I had more evidence than 
just rumor. 

Q Documentary? 

A I had a letter -- I don't happen to have it with me -- but 


a letter which indicated to me that going back to 1959 I 
was becoming the victim of a group. 


Headed by whom? 
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2-M-15 
A.J. Hooke -- Gill Ex. 




















A Of people. It didn't say. 

Q Was this a -- 

A As I recall. 

Q Was this an anonymous letter? 

A No, the letter is a signed letter, sir. 

MR. CLEMENT: Sir, this is the reason I stated 
I had no questions to ask on this occasion. I was -- I 
think we are getting off into some arena that may be 
serving somebody else's purposes, but not this inquiry's. 

MR. GILL: That is not my intention, Mr. Clement}. 
What he said was that he had heard rumors that this matter 
was brewing, and I thought I would explore this. So this 
meeting wasntt really unexpected by you? 

A I didn't expect any such thing as took place there. 

Q Well, did you believe -- ? 

A And I had no idea when I left, Mr. Gill, that there was 


anyone at Legerts. I believed, first of all -- this is 
midsummer and he is a man who operates a motel and certainly 
he could be an extremely busy man at that time of day; 

and I thought that if what he had said to me were a matter 
of urgent importance, that certainly I could take a half 

an hour and run over there if I could be of any help to him, 


and that's the way I viewed it. 
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2-P-1 
A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 


Q You didntt anticipate any confrontation? 

A Oh no, not anything like this. 

Q So, Hume began by coming down with Leger? 

A That is right. 

Q And you said "You thought we were friends"? 

A Yes, I said "I thought we were friends" and he said "Well, 
we are and still are and I am sorry it has come to this" and 
I said "What do you mean Jim? What has come to what?" and 
then he said "Well, hasntt Ed. made you a proposition?" "Well' 
I said "He has said something about expecting me to answer 
some questions but" I said "I dontt know what this is all 
about." So, he made a statement like this "Well, if this is 
going to be his attitude Ed. I guess we know what to do, 
dontt we?" 

Q Hume said that to you? 

A Yes, he simply made the statement to which Mr. Leger replied 
"Yes, we know what to do." 
Then what happened? 

A So finally it got to ’Hie place where I said "Well, ask some 





questions?" So, he said "Well tell me why did the Premier 
fire Hinman" "Well" I said "I think you have all the answers 
to that. All I know is what you know and so on, I know what 
was in the press." "Well, there must be a lot more than that 


to it" and I said "That is all I know about it". "tHe said 





"Ts that the way to fire a Minister?" So I said "Well, is there 
a special way to fire a Minister?" He said "Well in your 


long experience, twenty-nine years, you must have seen 
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2-P-2 
A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 





A (Cont. ) Ministers fired" and I said "Yes I have, I have 
seen two I think prior to this." "Well, how were they fired?" 
"Well" I said "I think in both cases as I can recall it was 
a matter of disagreeing with Government policy and they and 
the Premier decided to part company, that is all I can 
remember." "Well, there is a lot more to it than this te... 
me, how many shares does Hinman have in the Airport Hotel?" 
"Well" I said "I wouldn't know." 

Q Can we pass, I dontt want to cut your testimony short but, 
can we pass from that to matters concerning yourself. You 
were there an hour and ten minutes? 

A Yes, I was there an hour and ten minutes altogether so, if 
you wish to cut it short Mr. Gill because you can read it and 


it is substantially what I am saying although naturally, not 





word for word. 

I was asked concerning Mr. Hinmants association with 
other things, the association of Mr. Hollowach with the 
Jasper Place Hotel and did I know of any wrongdoing on the 
part of other Ministers and, that sort of thing. 

And how about yourself sir? 
A It finally came to that. "Now what about you?" and I said 
"Well, that is something I do happen to know a lot about." 
He had come to the right source? 
Yes and the main thing that he was concerned with was 
whether or not I had accepted the hospitality of Dr. Allard 
and spent some time in, I think he called it an executive 
suite, actually it is a housekeeping room. 
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2-P-3 
A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 
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On one or two occasions? 
Yes, that is right. 


Two occasions? 















Two occasions, once in the winter and then in June I 
believe, just prior to this at any rate. 

He faced you with this? 

Yes. 

That he had this information? 

That. is. right. 

And obtained by what means, did he tell you? 

A little later on, not to begin with. 

Were you surprised that he knew this? 

No I cantt say that I was surprised because I quite openly 
admitted it, I saw no reason why I shouldn't, for that 
matter, not that it was any of his business so far as I was 
concerned but, I saw no reason why I should do anything but 
admit that it was true. 

And? 

Well, it went ona eng this line until finally he said "How 
would you like to see splashed all over the front page of the 
Edmonton Journal the things that you were up to in Victoria?" 
Hume said this to you? 

Yes. 

Yes? 

"Well" I said "I wouldn't mind but it would make awfully 

dull reading for the general public." "Well" he sad "You might 


be surprised to know we had a detective on your trail all te 
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2-P-4 
A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 

A (Cont. ) time you were there." 

Q This was Humets statement ? 

A Yes. I think I gasped at this and said "I just couldn't 
possibly believe that such a thing could happen." But, he 
assured me it did happen, he also said "We will hear from him 
in a day or two but, you are not being of any help to us, 
you are not giving us the answers we want." "Well" I said 
"Tl am answering truthfully." "If this is the way you are 
going to act then we know what to do, dontt we Ed.?" This 


was said three or four times. 


Q Did you believe that this conversation was being tape 
recorded? 
A I had been told when I went down by Mr. Leger that I need not 


be afraid of anything being repeated, that I would say, and IL 





was assured that there was no tape recorder set up anywhere. 

Q Leger assured you of this? 

A That's right. 

Q Well, did you think you were speaking to Mr. Hume off the 
record? | 

A No sir, I surely did not by this time. Mr. Hume was getting, 
well, he got rather violent two or three times in his 
attitude towards me. 

Q Why didntt you walk out then Mr. Hooke? 

A Well as I say Mr. Gill, I was quite desirous by this time of 
seeing this thing through. IL didntt know what they were 


going to do nor did I care, too much . 
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2-P-5 
A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 


Q You were hoping that finally it would lay these rumors to 
rest, is that what you were hoping? 


A Well, I suppose in the back of my mind that was certainly 











true. 

Q It wasn't a conscious thought of yours? 

A Not at that moment, no. 

Q So, you were asked a number of other questions? 

A Yes. 

Q Concerning Fort McMurray? 

A Yes. 

Q Your association with Dr. Allard? 

A That is right. 

Q And your association as Mr. Hume thought with the Treasury 
Branch and the loan of a million or million and a half dollar 

A Yes, that was mentioned too. 

Q And what else was mentioned particularly that you can recall, 
quickly? 

A Well, there wasntt much more than that mentioned downstairs. 

I think sir, Shitte I an explaining it, you made some 

mention of a large loan. 

Q A Treasury Branch loan? 

A A Treasury Branch loan. 

0) To Paris Investments? 

A Yes, I don't recall it now, I know it was to Dr. Allard's 


interests. I believe I had made mention there of Treasury 


Branch where I meant a treasury loan because there is a vast 





difference between the two but I didntt strike it out because 
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(Cont. ) certainly I gave it to the R.C.M.P. so I certainl 
would not change it but where you find Treasury Branch loan 
being discussed by the Cabinet, it should be Treasury loan. 
There is a difference because Treasury Branch loans don't com 
to the Cabinet, Treasury loans certainly do. 

And there has never been anything of a Treasury loan 

No, no, not in this connection at all. 

There hasn't been a Treasury loan that you know of to the 
Allard interests? 

No, not that I know a thing about. I feel quite sure there 
never has. 

Well sir, what time did you leave? 

Did) D\leave-? 

The Leger motel? 

I was there about an hour and ten minutes altogether. Some- 
thing after five, I just don't recall the figure, it is noted 
there. 

And Mr. Leger escorted you upstairs? 

Yes. Mr. Hume went HipMcd TED and his parting shot to me was 
this "In forty-eight hours you will be in a different positio 
than Hinman, he got fired, you will run in and resign." That 
was his parting shot to me and he disappeared upstairs. 
He preceded you upstairs? 
Yes. 

Ard where did he go? 

I have no idea where he went. 


And you and Leger walked upstairs? 
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2-P-7 
A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 
A No,we were downstairs for some little time after that and he 
turned to me and said "Maybe things will turn out better for 
you than we hope, than I hope --" "Maybe things will turn 
out better for you than it looks at the moment. I hope so bu 
I will be contacting you again." He said "There is some othe 
people I want to get." And he said "Hawrelak is into somethi 
real smelly, I will put him through the meat grinder but ther 
are two other men I want to get, they are ex-Cabinet Minister 
you are the man that can help me." 

By this time we were walking out. He followed me to my 
car and I got into the car, he named one of them, as a matter 
of fact he named the second one but by this time I was 


revving my car and didn't pay any attention. 








Q And you drove away? 

A And I drove away. 

Q And had dinner with Mrs. Hooke? 

A Yes I did. 

Q And before you drove away did you discuss with him again if 
he had made a decision on Ideal Homes? 

A No, no, I should say not. 


Q And where Mr. Leger at page 2861 says "On the way to the car 
he was obviously a bit concerned about the follow-up press 
reaction that he expected to have." Did you expect to have 
a press reaction? 

A I certainly didn't know, that was the threat of Mr. Hume but 


I certainly didn't discuss it with Mr. Leger any further. 





I didntt ask him to assist me in any way, shape or form. All 
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2-P-8 
A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 


















A (Cont. ) I wanted to do by this time was to get out of his 
presence. 

Q You expected did you not Mr. Hooke to see in the Edmonton 
Journal the next day the story of your free lodging with Dr. 
Allard? 

A Well, I certainly thought it could appear. 

You probably thought it would appear, didn't you? 

A I dontt know that I gave it too much thought Mr. Gill along 
that line because, to me, this seemed like the most dastardly 
thing that could occur in the City of Edmonton. I can believ 
things like that happening in other places but not here, 
surely, but it did. 


Q Again I bring you back to the problem, you didn't have to go 





to that meeting, did you? 


A No I didntt have to. 

Q And you didn't have to stay there? 

A No I didn't have to. 

Q No one applied any physical compulson to you? 

A No they didn't although I can say the doorway was blocked by 
the time Mr. Hume sat there but that wouldntt have deterred 
me going upstairs if I had wanted to. 

If you had wanted to you could have walked out? 
That is right. 
Q And as you left did you not ask Mr. Leger if he had made a 


decision on Ideal Homes by giving that any further thought? 


No, no I did not sir. 
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Hooke - Gill Ex. 





When he says that on page 2861, volume 27 of these 
proceedings he is wrong? 

Yes he surely is. 

And did he not tell you he likely wouldn't change his mind 
in opposition to the Ideal Homes situation? 

No, no, we did not discuss it in any way, shape or form. 
And when Mr. Leger says you gave the impression of being a 
bit annoyed, would that be correct? 

I wouldn't be surprised. 

You were annoyed over the method of your meeting rather than 
Ideal Homes, is that your evidence? 

Well certainly, to think that I had been called over for a 
thing such as that. I couldn't believe, as I saida moment 
ago, that such a thing could happen. 

But by your version you had nothing to worry abut? 

No. 

Why did it exercise you to much? 

Well it didntt sir or otherwise I would have undoubtedly 
shown it ina difrarent way. 

And, you took Mrs. Hooke to dinner? 

Yes I did. 

And then you phoned the Premier? 

About seven otclock I phoned to his home. 

And told him what had happened? 


At that moment he was not home, he was speaking at the 





University that night. 


Did you leave a message for him? 
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2-P-10 
A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 
A No, his wife got a message to him and before long I had a cal 
from him, he was home by that time and I was still in my 

office, asking if I would go over to tell him whatever all 


this was about. 





Q What time were you in your office? 

A Well, I was there till about nine. 

Q And what time did you go to the Premier's home? 

A Well, right after that. 

Q How long after? 

A I think I drove home and picked up my wife, she had her own 
car, I drove home and picked her up and took her with me at 
his invitation. 

Q And you told him what you have told us? 

A Yes, there was another Minister present. 

Q Had you got yout notes prepared by this time? 

A I had, yes, before that. 

Q Typed? 

A Oh no, not typed. 

Q Dictated? 

A No, just my 

Q Roughed out in your own hand? 

A Yes. 

Q And you dontt have those now? 

A No I dontt Mr. Gill. 

Q And wha time would it be when you left the Premier's home? 

A Well, perhaps an hour and a half later, I don't know that for 


sure. 
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A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 
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Well, were you in a nervous, tense or upset condition while 
you were being confronted by Mr. Hume? 

No, I was never more complacent. 

And did Mr. Leger actually take part in the discussion after 
the first few sentences? 

No, Mr. Hume did the talking. 

Now, were you nervous and upset when you talked to the 
Premier? 

No I wasn't, not a bit. 

Were you present when the Premier telephoned Mr. Basil Dean? 
Yes. 

And what time was that? 

I dontt know exactly, I remember the circumstance well. He 
phoned first of all, I believe Mr. Dean has a silent number, 
he phoned to the Edmonton Journal I believe, word was given 
to him that Mr. Dean had just returned from his holidays but, 
seeing that it was Premier Manning calling they would pass 
word on to Mr. Dean and I believe Mr. Dean rang him back if 
I remember correctly. 

This would be about what time in the evening? 

I would think perhaps half past ten or somewhere in there. 

I couldntt be too sure now. 

You had used the word 'blackmailt in the Leger basement? 

I did, I said to him "This is blackmail, isn't it?". 


And you repeated that to the Premier? 





That I had said that? 


Yes? 
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2-P-12 
A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 


















A I endeavoured to give as nearly as I could word for word what 
had taken place. 
Q Did the Premier use the word blackmail in your hearing when 


he was speaking to Mr. Dean? 








A I don't remember that Mr. Gill whether he did or not. 

Q He could have done? 

A Well I suppose but I certainly don't recall it. 

Q Your memory isn't as clear of that conversation as it is of 
the conversation in the basement? 

A Well, this one was between himself and Mr. Dean. 
But you were present? 

A I was present, right. 

Q And the Premier complained to Mr. Dean about your treatment 
by Mr. Hume? 

A Yes he did. 

Q In no uncertain terms? 

A Wrthink cthat ts erighti: 

Q Did he complain also about Legerts behavior? 

A No I think his complaint was from the standpoint of the 
Edmonton Journal being a party to something like this. 

Q And the next day you made the statement for the R.C.M.P.? 

A Yes. As a matter of fact, it was arranged by Mr. Dean, as 


I recall, that he would see the Premier in the morning and 
that Mr. Snaddon would see me. 
The next morning? 


The next morning. I received a telephone call at my home at 
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(Cont. ) seven thirty or thereabouts from Mr. Snaddon, 
apologizing for Jim Hume's part in this affair and asking 
if he could see me as soon as I got into the office so I said 
"Yes, of course you can." So, by the time I was at the 
office or, a few minutes later Mr. Snaddon came down and we 
discussed it in full detail again. 

You have read Mr. Snaddonts evidence, have you? 

Yes I have. 

Is he correct in what he says? 

Well I think in the substantial things, I haventt read it now 
for a long time, I went over it the first night, I did make 
some notes in my own transcript. I think substantially 
without going back over it again he was correct. 

Did you burst into tears in front of Mr. Snaddon? 

I think I was a bit emotional two or three times during our 
conversation. 

Mr. Snaddonts evidence on that aspect, at page 26080 is 


correct then? 


MR. GILL: Well, where he says "He was under 
considerable strain I think in a general way and he did burst 
into tears for no particular reason that I could see which 
was a little embarrassing for him and for me too but, he 
would straighten up and then we went on." Did that happen? 

I think that's right. 

In fact it happened two or three times? 


As I mentioned the other day, it isn't a matter, with nervous 
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2-P-14 

A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 

A (Cont. ) hypertension of bursting into tears the way one 
does, it just all of a sudden strikes him or pain or 
something of that nature and tears will flow rather freely 
and you cantt tell why. 

Q Did you point out to him as Mr. Snaddon's evidence reads on 
page 2680 "He pointed out to me he was occasionally upset and 
would burst into tears that he couldn't control." Did you 
point that out to Mr. Snaddon? 

A I think so, as an explanation for the fact that tears 
flowed there two or three times. 

Q And did Mr. Snaddon tell you that the Journal would be 


publishing nothing about this incident? 





A He told me this, he says "We have the report in from the 
detective who followed you, only this morning." And he 
said "I read it before I came down" and he said "You 
certainly have no worries from our score, that is sure." 
He said " I think he ended his statement by saying why you 


put me on to the track of this man I will never know" or 





words to that effect. why anyone wanted them to follow me 
he was at a loss to know." 

Q You have read his evidence that he actually authorized the 
hiring of the detective? 

A I was surprised sir to find that in the document because Mr. 
Snaddon had indicated to me that it was really Mr. Hume who 
had contacted a detective friend of his whom he knew in 
Victoria so, it sounded to me at the time Mr. Hume spoke that 


it was Mr. ... pardon me, when Mr. Snaddon spoke, that it was 
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2-P-15 





A (Cont. ) Mr. Hume who actually had done this thing but he 
did say "Of course, I have to be responsible personally for 
what has taken place." He said "Mr. Dean was on holidays and 
was out of town and so we shall have to pay the bill." But 
I did not realize that evidently from his evidence he had 
authorized it I gather. 

That was your reading of the transcript? 

A I think so, at the time, as you read it back to me now, I 
recall it. 

Q Thank you. And what was to happen to Mr. Hume, did Mr. 
Snaddon tell you anything about that? 

A Yes as a matter of fact, Mr. Snaddon said "What do you think 
we should do, fire him?" 

Q And what was your answer? 

Then I said "Well, he is your employee, not mine and I 
wouldn't want to see anyone injured after all." I said 
"Certainly it is up to you but I wouldn't say that I would 


like to see the man fired." He had indicated to me, 





incidentally, that he Wis a man who had a rather large 
family and he also had failing eyesight and I found myself 
feeling sorry for him. 

Do you know in fact what happened to Mr. Hume? 


A He did tell me this, he said "Well, as from this morning when 





we questioned him until about one ofclock, that we had 
suspended him for a while." He said "What we will do with 


him we dontt know but it is a certainty he won't be back in 


the Parliament Buildings." | 
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2—-P-16 
A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 





That was Mr. Snaddon'ts statement? 
A Yes. 
Q You didntt ask Mr. Snaddon to keep Mr. Hume away from the 
Parliament Buildings? 


A No, I didn't. 


Q You didntt tell him that Mr. Hume wouldn't be welcome in the 


press gallery? 


A No as a matter of fact, that wouldn't be my authority either. 


Q And what did the R.C.M.P. do further about this matter to 


your knowledge Mr. Hooke? 


THE COMMISSIONER: Do you think Mr. Gill really now ths 


is relevant? I mean, we have pretty well canvassed this 
thing in detail, I mean, how far are we going to go on ie 
I question the whole relevance of this particular incident 


but I have to accept it perhaps, as to credibility. 


MR. GILL: Well, I think that is the only thing. 


I would like to know what happened. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, we have to draw the line 
somewhere and I was just wondering how long we will keep on 
going. 

Q MR. GILL: IT understand Mr. Hooke that nothing 
was done by the R.C.M.P. Was anything done by the RiG.M.2. 
about it? 

A Well, one thing that was done is that patrols took place 
around my home and I believe around the Premier's home for 


quite some time, at night. 
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2-P-17 
A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 


Q For what reasons? 





Po 


Well, I don't know, it was done on their own. 
No charges were laid? 
Pardon? 


No charges were laid? 


> © F LO 


Oh no, no. One thing I was asked to do and that was to 

keep them posted on anything further which may have any 

bearing on this happening, which I did. 

Q You felt you had been menaced, did you? 

A I dontt know what one would want to call it particularly, I 
certainly felt it was unjust. 

MR. CLEMENT: We are certainly pursuing it, what 

Your Lordship thinks is irrelevant, to a further length sir 


and I see it is now eleven fifteen. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Are you finished Mr. Gill? 
MR. GILL: I have only a couple more questions. 
Q MR. GILL: Do you think it was wise on your 


part Mr. Hooke to go to this meeting without knowing in 


detail what it was about? 


A Perhaps looking back on it -- 
THE COMMISSIONER: I wonder Mr. Gill if that is really 
a relevant question at all? Actually I don't really see 


the relevance of that question pure opinion and conjecture. 
MR. GILL: Well, we will leave the inference 
to you and to the world. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, I think so, I think I have to 





draw the inference. 
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2-P-18 
A. J. Hooke - Gill Ex. 






MR. CLEMENT: And lead the world to darkness. 

THE COMMISSIONER: And gentlemen, I would like to 

resume at twenty-five to twelve promptly so we can make 
headway. 

MR. GILL: Thank you. 

(The Hearing stood adjourned at 

11:20 A.M. and resumed at 


Tr S75 A.M. ) 
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3-B-1 


A. J. Hooke - Wright Ex. 

- Maynard Ex. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Bowen? 
MR. BOWEN: I have no questions, sir. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Crawford? 
MR. CRAWFORD: I have no questions, sir. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Wright? 


MR. WRIGHT EXAMINES THE WITNESS: 





Q And were you present when the Premier, if he did, telephoned 
CFRN, Mr. Hooke, or Mr. Hogle? 

A I didntt know that he did. 

Q I see. Well, did you ask the Premier to speak to Mr. Dean? 

A No, I didn't. 

Q That was entirely his own initiative? 

A Yes. 

Q Thank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Maynard? 

MR. MAYNARD EXAMINES THE WITNESS: 

Q Leaving the Leger motel incident aside, Mr. Hooke, I would 
like to ask you one or two questions about your association 


with Mr. Leger: when did you first meet Mr. Leger? 





MR. GILL: 1959, Mr. Maynard. 

A I cantt recall the day, of course, but it was sometime in 
1959. 

Q MR. MAYNARD: And where was it? 

A I received a phone call one day from The Honourable George 


Prudham telling me he had a friend who had a municipal 
problem and asking me if I would give him and this friend 


an appointment, and I did so; and when The Honourable Mr. 
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Hooke - Maynard Ex. 


(Cont.) Prudham came to my office he introduced me to Edmund 
Leger. That is the first time I had met Mr. Leger. 

And what was the purpose of the visit with Mr. Leger on this 
occasion? 

Well, Mr. Leger at the time was endeavouring to secure 
evidence, as he called it, in order to deal with what he 
considered to be wrong doings at City Hall, and he asked for 
my assistance as the Minister of Municipal Affairs, one, and 
as one who had some personal experience, number two, to give 
him evidence. 

Was Ideal Homes discussed on this occasion? 

I should say first of all that after the introduction and a 
few remarks of no particular significance, The Honourable Mr. 


Prudham left and Mr. Leger and I were there alone in the 


office. 
He said "I have enough information on Rault ...", 
referring to Mr. Norman Rault, "... to put him where he 


belongs, but I need more evidence in connection with the 
Mayor, and I also want to get at Mr. Menzies, Commissioner 
Menzies.". He said "I know that you have been associated 
with a company, a little company. I understand they have, 
the City have given this company a raw deal, and I would 
like to have the information so that I can make use of it." 
So I let him know that he had come to the wrong place. First 
of all I told him I didntt indulge in these tactics, and 
certainly as far as any difficulty this company to which he 


referred might have, I was quite sure that they could handle 
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3-B-3 
A. J. Hooke - Maynard Ex. 


A (Cont.) it themselves with City Hall, and I felt sure that 
City Hall would take care of any problems we had or the 
company had. I pointed out that I was not interested in 
what he was doing. 

Now, when, how often did Mr. Leger come to your office? 

He has only been there twice altogether. 


When was the second occasion? 


> OO PF fH 


The second time was just shortly after the first one. The 
occasion there was this, that I received a phone call from 
Mr. Thomas O'Dwyer, whom I did not know at that time. He 
told me that he had a problem he wished to discuss and he 
had discussed it with Mr. Wilmore and that Mr. Wilmore had 
thought that he should come and see me, so I gave him an 
appointment; and when he came in he and Mr. Leger were 
together, and Mr. Leger then introduced me to Mr. OtDwyer. 
That seems like an odd way of doing it, but that is the 
way it was done. I never did find out what Mr. O'Dwyer had 
come to see me about, not to this day, because instantly the 
talk turned to what it was they were endeavouring to do in 
securing information which would result in straightening out 
affairs in City Hall. 
Q Was there any discussion of Ideal Homes on this second 
occasion? 
A Yes, just the same as the first one. 
Q Was there any bargaining position set up by Mr. Leger and 
Mr. O'Dwyer that "You help us get this information about Mr. 


Hawrelak and we will help you with Ideal Homes."? 
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3-B-4 
A. J. Hooke - Maynard Ex. 
- Wright Ex. 
A It was implied but not stated. 


Q Implied but not stated. Thank you, that is all, Mr. Hooke. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Clement? 
MR. CLEMENT: I have no further questions, thank you, 
sir. 


MR. WRIGHT EXAMINES THE WITNESS: 


Q My Lord, I have now had a chance to look at those two 
Exhibits that Mr. Hooke produced from England and read them, 
and have one question to ask, if I may? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 

Q MR. WRIGHT: Exhibit 457, Mr. Hooke, that is the 
letter of the 29th November 1950; were the lots valued in 
point of fact? 

A Valued, you mean after I had the information? 

Q Yes, there is a request in that letter to value them, were 
they valued in point of fact? 

A Yes, from the assessor who assessed at that time the 
property for Strathcona. 

I see, you didn't send out a valuer to make an appraisal? 

A No, other than doing some phoning to a real estate man that 

I knew who was in the business of handling real estate, lI 

did ask him what real estate was selling for out in that 

area. 

Yes, no appraisal was obtained though? 

Not in that sense of the word, no. 


Thank you. 


> Oo PF LY 


I ascertained from the assessment which was given that the 
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3-B-5 
A. J. Hooke - Wright. Ex. 
- Clement Ex. 


A (Cont.) appraisal was, was certainly in keeping with what 
had been told me by both the Secretary and the assessor. 

Q Yes, thank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Clement? 


MR. CLEMENT EXAMINES THE WITNESS: 


Q Mr. Hooke, then I would like to turn to the matter of the 
Sherwood Park. Exhibit 129 is the transfer of, from Weber 
Brother Agency to yourself of the South West of 27, at a 
price of $50,000.00. Mr. Hooke, what were the circumstances 
leading to that purchase, what did you have in mind in 
buying that land? 

A First of all, Mr. Clement, I had always been interested in 
farming, and shortly after I moved to Edmonton in 1941 I 
tried to see if I could secure a piece of farm land somewhere 
in the vicinity of Edmonton, close enough that I could live 
there, farm it, and at the same time commute back and forth 
to the office. 

I answered quite a number of advertisements at one time 
or another, and three or four real estate men were aware of 
the fact that I was on the market for a farm of this nature, 
at least in this vicinity. I had been shown several by 
different real estate men, and for one reason or another they 
did not suit my requirements. I had made it plain to the 
two or three who were on the lookout for something that I 
wanted something either north of town, south of town or 
east of town. I was not concerned with anything west; and 


I specified there that my reason was the fact that in driving 
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3-B-6 
A. J. Hooke = Clement Ex. 


A 


(Cont.) in in the morning and driving back in the evening I 
preferred not to face the sun, consequently something north 
or south or east would suit me a lot better. 

I received a call one day from a man by the name of 
Whitla, William Whitla, who operated a real estate agency on 
his own, as I understood it; and ne told me about the farm 
that he had out east of Edmonton in the Salisbury area. He 
suggested that I go and see it, and when he told me, I asked 
him the price of it, and as soon as he quoted the price I 
said "Well, that is out of my category and I am sure I 
couldn't handle a thing like that; let's save our time, both 
yours and mine."; but on the following Sunday morning he 
phoned again and asked me what I was doing, I said "Nothing 
in particular, apart from going to church.". He said 
"Well, how about driving out and having a look at this farm 
I told you about?". I said "Okay, I don't mind driving out 
and having a look at it, but all I can repeat again is that 
if it is a $50,000.00 deal I cannot handle a deal of that 
nature." However, Mr. Whitla came up, picked up me and my 
wife, and we drove out and saw it. There was no one home at 
the time on this particular Sunday afternoon. 

Well, Mr. Hooke, what I am interested in really as far as 
Commission counsel is concerned, is the purpose for which 
you bought this quarter section? 

When I did buy it, Mr. Clement, I bought it entirely with 
the intention of farming it. 

And no other intention or expectation at that time? 
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3-B=~/ 
A. J. Hooke - Clement Ex. 
A No, none whatever. 
Q So that your sole purpose in obtaining this transfer from 
Weber Brothers Agencies was to make the place your home and 


carry on such farming occupations as you were able to? 


A Yes, that's right. I had two teenagers who were interested 
too. 

Q Interested in farming? 

A Lest 

Q I see. Now, you did in fact continue to live on that farm 


for a period of time, on that quarter section for a period 
of time, Mr. Hooke? 

A From November 10th 1951 until the election campaign of 1959. 
I remember that well because I left the moving to my wife 
and I have heard about it ever since. 

Q In the interval you had disposed of a substantial part of th 


quarter section? 





A Yes, that is true. 

Q We will come to that. Approximately when in your recollection, 
let me put it this way rather, when did you come to an agree- 
ment which resulted in your parting with the greater part of 
this quarter section? 

A Well, I think the beginning of it was about 1953, and at 
that time I with reluctance agreed to parting with a portion 
Offa iti. 

Q Yes. There has been referred to in evidence an agreement 
that you made with Mr. Campbell in about that time in the 
nature of an agreement in which he gave, well, do you have a 
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Hooke - Clement Ex. 


(Cont.) copy of it, I dislike fumbling around with paper work 
and we haventt the papers before us; do you have a copy of 
the agreement you made with Mr. Campbell ultimately? 

I don't think I do. 

Well, in any event, what was the nature of the agreement 

or was it consummated in the fall of 1953? 

I have copies, Mr. Clement, of agreements that were given to 
me by Mr. Bryan. 

That would be after the Trowbridge company became interested? 
Yes. 

Do you have the originals - 

I dontt recall the previous ones. 

Well, in any event, how did it come about that you agreed 
to part with the great bulk of this quarter section? 

Well, the neighbours were agreeing - 

Who are the neighbours? 

Mr. Hunter, Mr. Smeltzer, were the two immediate ones, the 
one to the east and the one to the north. I owned the 
South.West quarter, Mind Hunter the South East, and Mr. 
Smeltzer or Mrs. the North half. 

Yes? 

And by the time I agreed to dispose of a portion of it, 
still wanting to farm, still wanting to maintain or retain 
the excellent buildings that were there, I believed that I 
could get along with forty acres in a square, in other 
words a legal subdivision, out of the quarter, and use the 


Kutt quarter which I had been offered a mile east and hait.a 
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3-B-9 

A. J. Hooke - Clement Ex. 

A (Cont.) mile south, and which I did pick up. 

Q Yes. Well, yes, but you say your neighbours wanted to what, 


that you joined in with ultimately? 

A Well, they were being offered what they considered to be a 
decent price for their land and they were prepared to go 
along with the idea of a townsite being developed. 

Q This is it, was Mr. Campbell then going about getting options 
for the purchase of land in your area? 

A I believe that's right, yes. 

Q Yes. Well, when was this question of you giving an option 


on your land to Mr. Campbell first broached to you and by 


whom? 

A I think Mr. Campbell was the first one that mentioned it to 
me. 

Q And about when was that in your recollection, I don't mean 


a casual passing sort of an observation by Mr. Campbell, I 
will come to that in a moment: I mean when, so far as your 
memory serves you, was the first serious discussion that you 
and Mr. Campbell had in respect of you giving an option on 
your quarter section? 

A Oh, I think that would be 1953 by that time, Mr. Clement. 

Q lesce:. 

A Yes, any comment that might have been made prior to that 
I made in rather a ridiculing way, I think that is where the 
word "Campbell's town", came from. 

Q Well, in any event your recollection is clear, is it, that 


it was approximately the fall of 1953? 
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3-B-10 
A. J. Hooke - Clement Ex. 


Yes. 





A 

Q Before you gave serious thought - 

A Oh, yes. 

Q - to giving an option on your land for the purpose of the 


development of the townsite? 


> 


Yes, .that,is correct. 


Q Yes, and had Mr. Campbell spoken to you first about you 





giving an option on your quarter section or had your 
neighbours mentioned it to you before Mr. Campbell? 

A I believe, if I remember correctly, that Mr. Smeltzer had 
come down to see me and told me that Mr. Campbell had spoken 
to him very seriously about it, and what did I think about it 

Q Yes? 

A And my first reaction was that I wanted to keep the entire 
quarter section, I didn't want to dispose of any of it, that 
I took it up for one purpose and now that my boys were 
getting to the age where undoubtedly we could put two more 
homes on it and operate it together, they could do other 
things which they wanted to do and so on; I did not want to 


get rid of any of it, and I made this perfectly plain to Mr. 





Smeltzer. 
Q And this was in about what period of time so far as you can 
recall, the same fall or - 
Well, that would be in 1953. 
Yes? 


And I think getting on towards fall. 


om > tO ~ 


And prior to Mr. Campbell seeing you? 
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3-B-11 
A. J. Hooke = Clement Ex. 


tO 


Op - OD Se eo = 


As nearly as I recall. Campbell had jokingly said once or 
twice "I am going to build a town out there and right where 
your farm is." and that sort of thing, which I pooh-poohed 
the idea of. 

Yes, and then you did sometime in the fall of 1953 give 

the option? 

To the best of my recollection, Mr. Clement. 

As I recall the evidence it is I think an option for a 
hundred and twenty acres to be exercised in a year's time? 
I think that is so. 

And at a price of $500.00 an acre? 

Five hundred an acre. 

If my memory serves me? 

That's right. 

Well now, let us examine some things which are said to have 
happened in the interval, Mr. Hooke. You recall going to 
the home of Mr. Holloway in the spring of 1951 in company 
with Mr. Campbell and Mr. Spady? 

I recall going to Mr. Holloway?s* When I saw his evidence 
I think he indicated the date from his diary, or the 
approximate date at any rate. 

Well, he gave the date of about the lst of May and, but that 
became extremely uncertain later. 

Yes. 

And then I think the evidence he gave was that he didn't 
have a date in his diary. 


I see, because I dontt have a date either, but I do remember 
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3-B-12 
A. J. Hooke - Clement Ex. 


A (Cont.) such a visit. 





Q Yes, and do you place it generally in the spring of 1951? 

A I would say that it was in the spring, because we caught him 
in his garden in the evening. 

Q Well, all right, that is close enough, so that, and is it 

your recollection that Mr. Hooke and Mr. Spady were with you 

on that visit? 

That Mr. Campbell and Mr. Spady - 

Excuse me, yes. 

- were with me. 

Yes, that's right, yes. 


Yes, I do. 


ee OoSE CO eS 


Then would you tell Mr. Commissioner the purpose of that 
visit to Mr. Holloway? 
A Well, as I understood it at the time, Mr. Campbell was still 


interested in some sort of development east of the City, 





whether it be by that time Clover Bar or the district east 
of Clover Bar I don't know, because both were talked about. 
The one east of Clover Bar I am thinking of was a little 
settlement just like it, being the little settlement of 


Bremner. 





Well, why did you and Mr. Spady accompany Mr. Campbell? 
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3-M-1 


A. J. Hooke - Clement Ex. 

A Mr. Spady and I were at that time the -- connected with 
Ideal Homes, and it was on that very occasion that I 
introduced him to Mr. Campbell. 

That is, Holloway? 

Mr. Spady also. 


Oh, I see, both of them. 


- ©O ee 1 


And I agreed that I would introduce Mr. Campbell to Mr. 
eer, the man who was in charge of all that sort of 
work connected with new towns or settlements or anything of 
that nature. He was chief surveyor, I believe, at the time , 
director of surveys; also, connected with planning, and 
so on, 
Q Yes, he had a number of offices, 
A That's right, he did. 
Q Then you say the purpose of your taking Mr. Campbell to 
see Mr. Holloway on that day was to introduce him to 
Holloway so that Mr. Campbell would be able to discuss 
problems of development with a man in that position. 
A That is correct. He would be -- 
Yesi, 
A He would be meeting the proper man who was familiar with 
this thing, and who was, so far as the government was 
concerned, charged with that responsibility. 
Yes. Was it necessary to go to his home to do that? 
A I don't recall exactly what prompted driving out there. It 
certainly wasn't a necessary thing -- to answer your question 


-- because he spent his days in the office, but he was out 
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A. J. Hooke - Clement Ex. 


A 


co Fr OO PY 


(Cont.) considerably, that is true, and I think it was 
Something like a reply to Mr. Gill: that it has been a 
habit of mine, if I could do something like this on overtime 
or my own time, I would gladly do it. 

Well, did Mr. Spady have that same kind of interest in going 
along with you? 

No, I think he went along for the ride, just met John 
Campbell. 

You have mentioned that a site, in your recollection, was 
discussed at that meeting -- that is to say, the Bremner 
possibility? 

I can remember that Bremner and Clover Bar both were 
Suggested as being areas which already had some settlement, 
and it seemed as though one or the other could be quite 
easily developed, and one thing I remember about it, Mr. 
Clement, is this: that Mr. Holloway indicated that an area 
farther east than Clover Bar would, in his opinion, would be 
more acceptable, even to industry, because as a rule they 
want their workers out of sight of the plants in which they 
work. They prefer, at least, to have them there. 

Was there any reference made at that time to a possible 

site on what is now become Sherwood Park? 

Oh, none whatever. 

None at all? 

No. 

Now, I would like to ask you about a meeting in which Mr. 


Holloway was on again and off again -- that is, a meeting in 
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3-M-3 

A. J. Hooke -—- Clement Ex. 

Q (Cont.) the fall of 1951. As I read his evidence, he 
Stated that he had seen you again in the fall of 1951 -- if 
I can return to his evidence, Mr. Hooke -- I think he was 
uncertain whether it was at your office or at his home, 
and then at a subsequent passage in answering Mr. Gill, 
he didntt seem to recall this fall meeting at all. Now, 
was there a fall meeting in 1951 between you and Holloway 


and Campbell? 


A Not that I can recall at all. 
Q I see. Well, certainly Mr. Holloway was far from clear 
about it, but in the -- toward that fall, Mr. Hooke, Mr. 


Campbell in fact apparently became active concerning the 
development of a townsite, which involved your quarter- 
section. Did you know about this? 
A No, I didn't, Mr. Clement; it was entirely unknown to me. 
Q I show you Exhibit 159, which is a letter of November 9th, 
1951, acknowledged by Mr. Campbell to have been written to 
the Council of the M.D. of Strathcona, and is in the nature 


of an application to approve a townsite project; and the 





first paragraph is this -- the first numbered paragraph is 
this: 

"The proposed site comprises the whole of section 27, 
township 52, range 23, west of the 4th, excepting the 
southwesterly 40 acres of the southwest quarter." 

Now, that description of land, Mr. Hooke, concerns your 
quarter-section, which was the southwest of 27, and it 


refers specifically to the 40 acres which you have 
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3-M-4 

A. J. Hooke - Clement Ex. 

Q (Cont.) mentioned as being the part you wanted then to 
retain for your home in any event. Now, how would all this 
come, Can you imagine, to the knowledge of Mr. Campbell 
on November 9th, 1951? 

A No, I cantt answer that. 

Q I don't know whether you have had an opportunity to read 
that exhibit, Mr. Hooke, but perhaps if you would read the 
first paragraph and then -- which is fairly short -- and 
then paragraph numbered one immediately following it. That 
paragraph numbered one reflects your point of view which 
you have stated existed in 1953. 

A Yes, 

0) The letter has suggested that you had that same point of 
view in the fall of 1951. 

A Well, I certainly don't recall it at that time, Mr. Clement, 
because I did not want to dispose of any part of it, 
actually; and I was unaware, totally, of such an 
application. 

Q Oh, well, it's usdersbogas Mr. Hooke, that there is no 


Suggestion of any firm commitment or options --- 


A No. 

Q --- or anything of that sort from anyone until 1953. 

A Yes, 

Q Whether it is yourself or Smeltzer or Hunter or anyone else, 
A Les. 

Q Nevertheless there is there a representation by Mr. Campbell 





that he had in hand the whole of that section, and it 
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3-M-5 
A. J. Hooke - Clement Ex. 





Q (Cont.) reflects even in 1951 the attitude which you 
expressed you had in 1953; but you are unaware how that coul 


happen in 1951? 


A No, I am not, Mr. Clement; I'm sorry, I just can't, 

Q You are sure you had no discussions with them along these 
lines? | 

A I am sure I didn't, yes. 

Q Then, the opening paragraph of the document reads in this 
fashion: 


"On behalf of myself and my associates I hereby 
request your approval of a proposed townsite project -—-?' 

and so on. This is, of course, a rhetorical question, Mr. 
Hooke, to ask you if you were one of these "associates" 
Since your evidence is that you had no -- you had not 
discussed any townsite. 

A No, I was certainly no associate so far as a townsite is 
concerned, at all. 

Q Any association you had with Mr. Campbell then was 
confined to the activities of Ideal Homes? 

A Confined to that entirely, that's right. 

Q And up until, indeed, 1953, you had no serious talks with 
Mr. Campbell? 

A No, that's true. 

Q About your home. Did you have some passing comments about 
the development in that interval of two years? 

A I didn't quite get the question. 


Q Did you have some passing chat with him about such a 
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3-M-6 

A. J. Hooke - Clement Ex. 
(Cont.) development in the intervening two years? 
I think only to this extent, that his first talk was of 
supplying a hundred houses up in the vicinity, as I 
mentioned before, of Clover Bar. When he started talking 
about a town I can recall jokingly Saying “Campbell's Town" 
thinking that the man would never get a town developed 
anyway. 
Why? 

A Well, I dontt know. It just didn't seem to me that such a 
thing was possible at the time, out in that east area, 
and so on. 

Q Well, were you aware that in the fall of 1951 apparently a 
Mr. Angellilo from Los Angeles was up browsing around in 
connection with a townsite development involving section 27? 

A I knew that Angellilo was in town several times, and the 
first knowledge I had of that particular gentleman was 
when he was talking about the possibility of gas export 
from Alberta to the west coast. I wasn't aware of the fact 
that he was interested in a housing development or a townsite 
development or anything of that nature. 

Q What is your recollection of the first time he was here, to 
your knowledge? 

A As to what year I wouldntt be sure, but I had a call one day 
from the Honourable Mr. Tanner asking me if I would attend 
a meeting in his office with one or two other cabinet 
ministers, to listen to representation being put forward 


by a gentleman from California in connection with the 
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Se 

A. J. Hooke - Clement Ex, 

A (Cont. ) possibility of exporting gas from Alberta's gas 
fields down to -- down the west coast all the way to Los 
Angeles. I attended the meeting and there was introduced 
by Mr. Tanner to Mr. Angellilo. Sometime later I attended 
a second meeting when there were present, in addition to 
two or three ministers, the corresponding deputy ministers; 
and Mr, Angellilo and one other man whose name I can't 
recall --- it didn’t mean anything at the time and still 
doesn't -- were present; and this was for a discussion on 
the very same thing, whether it was possible to have the 
government here interested in entering into a gas export 


contract with a group across the line. 


Lose 
A And that is -- 
Q Now, Mr. Hooke, on September 9th, 1963, there was a 


meeting of the Edmonton District Planning Commission -- 


MR. GILL: LO 534 
Q MR. CLEMENT: Excuse me -—- I am in the wrong 
decade -- on September 9th, 1953, there was a meeting of the 


Edmonton District Planning Commission in which there came 

up for discussion the question of a township on section 27, 
and in the end result of that meeting, Mr. Hooke, and after 
a Secret ballot, of the considerable numbers of members 
present --- the project was approved in principle. In the 
interval between November of 1951 and September 9th, and in- 


cluding September 9th, 1953, did you have any discussion 





with any members of the Edmonton District Planning Commission 
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3-M-8 
A. J. Hooke - Clement Ex. 



















Q (Cont.) respecting ---. 

A No. 

Q --- a townsite on section 27? 

A None whatever. 

Q With no one? No one of them? 

A Not that I can recall at all. 

Q Would there have been any reason for you to, in this 
interval of time? 

A No, there wouldntt have been, Mr. Clement. 

Q Turning to the councillors of the Municipal District of 
Strathcona, in that interval of time did you have any 
discussion with any of the councillors of the M.D. of 
Strathcona touching on the development of a townsite on 
section 277 

A The only one I can -- the only possible one I can think of 
at the moment, who may have said something about it to me-- 
and that would be getting close to this time to which you 
refer -- would be Mr. Randy Adamson, who was our local 
councillor. 

Q Yes. Well, all right -- it is a possibility, you say. Do 
you recall whether or not -- , 

A I say it is possible simply because Mr. Adamson used to drop 
in frequently if he drove past our place, to chat on nothing 
in particular. 

Q But what I am actually interested in, Mr. Hooke, is anything 






that you can recall specifically about it. You say there is 
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3-M-9 
A. J. Hooke - Clement Ex. 


Q (Cont.) a possibility but you don't have any specific 
recollection -- . 

A No. 

Q -- of any such discussion? 

A None whatever, Mr. Clement, no. 

Q I see. Mr. Maynard has been good enough to refer me to 


one of those subsequent options. 


A Oh, yes. 

Q Given by you to Mr. Trowbridge, and dated January 8th,1957, 
which extended the deal, so to speak. 

A Yes, 

Q And he points out the recital of the original agreement 
or option, which fixes the date at April 4th, 1953. 

A Ah, yes. 
I suppose that is probably correct? 

A I presume it is. It's the one I say I can'tt recall 
anything about whatever. 
Well, I hadn't intended to mislead you -- 

A No. | 

Q -- with respect to the fall, and it just ran in my mind that 
there had been some mention in the evidence that some 
options were given in the fall of that year. 

A Yes. 

Q I turn now, Mr. Hooke, to the next year. We come now to 


1954, and particularly August of that year; and there has 





been put in evidence Exhibit 188A, which is a recommendation 


by the Honourable Lucien Maynard to the Executive Council, 
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3-M-10 
A. J. Hooke - Clement Ex. 

Q (Cont.) that an order-in-council be passed to alter the 
Edmonton District Planning area by withdrawing the 
Municipal District of Strathcona No. 83 from the area of 
the Commission; and there was also put in evidence 


Exhibit 188 which is the Order-in-Council consequent upon 


it, and is signed, I believe -- is that Dr. Cross'ts 
Signature? 

A Yes. 

Q As acting chairman, then, of the Executive Council. We 


have heard a great deal of the events leading up to these 
two documents, Mr. Hooke. Did you have any part in the 
events leading up to them? 

A No, I didntt, Mr. Clement. 

Q Were you aware of a disquietude on the part of the M.D. of 
Strathcona with the functioning of the Edmonton District 
Planning Commission? 

A At that particular time there was rather a lot of disquietud 
on the part of most members of that particular Commission, 
as I remember, and I was aware of the fact that Strathcona 
was not happy. 

Q Well, it has also been given in evidence that other 
municipal corporations were dissatisfied with some aspects 
or other of the work of the Commission; I guess this 
was a pretty new venture? 

A Thatts right. 

In municipal planning. 


Planning was new at that time, in this fashion, 
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3-M-11 

A. J. Hooke - Clement Ex. 

Q Relatively new, in any event, in this fashion. Now, did 
you speak to any councillor of the M.D. of Strathcona at 
any time up to August 16th, 1954, in respect of the 
withdrawal of the M.D. of Strathcona from the Edmonton 
District Planning Commission? 

A No, Itm sure I didn't, Mr. Clement. 

Q Did you speak to Mr. Maynard in respect of the 
recommendation which is Exhibit 188A? 

A I cantt recall it if I did. 

Q I dontt mean in the Executive Council meeting, but I mean 
prior to the Executive Council meeting, and in relation to 


the preparation of the recommendation itself. 


A Wacan'!t+recall, it, 1sin,, iat .all. 
Q Then we come to the council meeting, the meeting of the 
Executive Council -- . Itm afraid I will get Mr. Friedmm 


on his feet if I pursue that too much farther. 


MR. WRIGHT: Tryaoit,. 

Q MR. CLEMENT: It was discussed, Mr. Hooke, this 
recommendation? | 

A I believe that I was absent from that council meeting. 

Q Well, that solves that one, then. Now, I would like to 


direct your attention to Exhibit 263. Exhibit 263 is 

a letter dated November 9th, 1954, from Mr. Lash to Mr. 
Campbell, and there is related to it a plan, as far as I 
can understand the evidence, made Exhibit No. 344. If I 
am correct that plan is a part of Exhibit 344. Now, if I 


might show you the plan, Mr. Hooke -- it is part of the 
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3-M-12 

A. J. Hooke - Clement Ex. 

Q (Cont.) minutes of a council meeting of the Municipal 
District of Strathcona, and recounts a discussion between 
Mr. Campbell and members of council concerning a plan 
which has been put forward as being this attachment. 

A Oh, yes. 

Q Now, did that plan come before the Executive Council at 
a date prior to November 9th, 1954? Or a plan of that 


nature, relating to a development at the Sherwood Park 


Site? 
A I-cantt recall it at all. 
Q Was there any discussion in the cabinet of the development 


of Sherwood Park as a matter of principle? 

A Well, there again I would certainly have some trouble 
trying to be sure about it. 

Q Well then, perhaps I could go at it from the other end 
and come back to it and see whether there is anything 
that might refresh your memory. First of all I would like 
to show you Exhibit 175 which is a plan -- . Exhibit 175, 
Mr. CommisSioner, iS a plan with a notation from Mr. Lash 
attached on it. May I ask counsel to help me locate it? 

MR. GILL: It isntt on the exhibit table, but 
it has been located. 

Q MR. CLEMENT: Oh, thanks very much. Exhibit 175 
is a plan, and you will see that it is signed by you, 
approved as Minister of Municipal Affairs. 

A Yes. 


And there is a notation on it, "Photostat of Campbelltown 
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Q (Cont.) overall plan handed in by Mr. Campbell at 
Provincial Planning Advisory Board meeting of January 28th, 
1957 -- see board minutes -- Mr. Hooke's signature represent 
Executive Council approval." 

Now, then, in addition to that there is the memorandum which 
you prepared and gave to Mr. Holloway. 

MR. MAYNARD: 174 is the memorandum. 

MR. CLEMENT: Well, that's one I know I had in 
my hands a minute ago. 

MR. MAYNARD: You can borrow mine. 

Q MR. CLEMENT: The exhibit itself is -- here. That 
has been put in, sir. I dontt know whether you have read 
that recently. 

A No, I haven't, 

Q Perhaps you might take a moment to refresh your memory, 





3-M-13 
A. J. Hooke - Clement Ex. 
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and then give me your recollection of the circumstances 
upon which Exhibit 175, the plan, was dealt with and your 


Signature became attached to it. 
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3-P-1 
A. J. Hooke - Clement Ex. 


Q Now, you recall that Exhibit 175 having come before the 
Executive Council? 

A This one? 

Yes? 

I am certainly not very clear on it at this moment Mr. 
Clement but it undoubtedly must have come to the Executive 
Council. 

Q Why do you say that? 

A Because such a thing as this would not be agreed to by just 
one Minister, it would have to be a Council decision. 

Q Why? 

A Because that is the way such things as this are handled, 
even today, in the development of a new town, they all come 
before the Executive Council, even a little place such as 
Lodgepole, comes to the Executive Council for a decision. 

Q Would you say an insertation of an extensible function of 
the Provincial Planning Board, or what? 

A No,I am saying a new town, that is something different. 


At least it is another aspect of the same thing in that 








the Government is going to be asked to put up money to 
develop it. 
Well, that wasn't so in this case? 

A No, in this case that was not so. 

Q On Section 27 and I was wondering, so far as the evidence 
goes Mr. Hooke, the Provincial Planning Board or Provincial 
Planning Advisory Board as it then was did have a function 


in respect of approval of plans of development for such a 
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3-P-2 
A. J. Hooke - Clement Ex. 


Q (Cont. ) townsite? 


A Yes they did. 
























Q Then how did it come about that the plan of development, 
the outline plan would come before the Executive Council 
and, as I said, I am directing your attention to Exhibit 75 
at this stage because it runs in my mind that there was 
evidence to the effect that the earlier plan in 1954 had 
also come to the attention of the Executive Council and had 
been discussed there? 

A Our planning legislation at that time was certainly different 
than it is at the present, it has been amended several times, 
there has been an entire new Act brought in a couple of times 


and I cannot recall at the moment just what the function of 





the Planning Board ... I recalltheir function but just how 





much authority they had to finalize I do not recall, whether 





or not they had to go to the Executive Council, I cantt say. 

Q Yes, but in any event, what I am particularly interested in, 
your recollections of any occasion on which an outline plan 
or indeed any kind of a development plan for Sherwood Park 
came before the Executive Council? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Clement, I am a little concerned 
at this point as to where we are going to draw the line with 
respect to the oath taken by Members of the Executive Council 
and I am wondering if it wouldn't be desirable to have that 
oath put in as an Exhibit. 

Mr. Friedman here I presume, representing the Attorney 


General's Department, and I haven't noticed any objection fro 
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3-P-3 
A. J. Hooke - Clement Ex. 



























THE COMMISSIONER: (Cont.) him but, I am just wondering at what 
point this oath comes into effect? 

MR. CLEMENT: Well, I think, I don't know whether 
it was merely a long range precaution or what sir, but I 
think I do have a copy of that oath in my file in the 
retiring room. But I hadn't thought 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, as long as you have that in 
mind, I want to be ure you have it in mind because I have a 
copy of the oath here and I just want to make sure you have 
it in mind and all counsel have it in their mind. Mr. 
Friedman? 

MR. FRIEDMAN: Mr. Commissioner, in addition to the 
oath of office taken by a Cabinet Minister that matters in 
Cabinet will remain secret, there is also the historical 
development of the British Cabinet system and that Cabinet 
system is followed in all of the countries and jurisdictions 
that follow the British Parliamentary system and it is this 
that anything that is discussed in Cabinet is secret and is 
not to be divulged by any man. 

There are authorities on this matter, there is an 
extremely well written text book by an author by the name of 
Jennings who is accepted as an authority in this area and I 
thought that we had more or less satisfied ourselves with 
regard to this matter when it first came up in Commission 
Hearings. 


Mr. Maynard is also very well aware of this and he has 
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3-P-4 
A. J. Hooke - Clement Ex. 


MR. FRIEDMAN: (Cont. ) made photostatic copies of the relevant 
quotations from the book by Jennings. However .. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I am just wondering if we have reache 
the point where we have to discuss it or not. 

MR. FRIEDMAN: I have been listening patiently to 
my learned friend Mr. Clement and I was just on the verge of 
wondering how far we were going to go with regard to this 
discussion. 


MR. WRIGHT: My Lord, would Your Lordship be good 





enough to read th& oath? 





THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Maynard, have you something? 

MR. MAYNARD: I have a copy I can file as an 
Exhibit « 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. Mr. Clement was kind enough to 


provide me with a copy at the very beginning of the Inquiry 
and it concerns a matter of state and I think it is very 
important that we know the ground upon which we are standing 
and how far we can properly go. 

MR. FRIEDMAN: ‘It is my submission Mr. Commissioner 
that really the only thing that can be referred to as having 


taken place before the Executive Council is an Order-In- 





Council and a recommendation for the Order-In-Council which 
is a published Minute of whathas taken place before the 
Executive Council. 

MR. MAYNARD: Mr. Commissioner, might I speak on 
this subject? 


THE COMMISSIONER: Yes Mr. Maynard. 
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3-P=5 
A. J. Hooke - Clement Ex. 


MR. MAYNARD: I think my friend Mr. Friedman is 
restricting it just a little too much. I think the other 
matter that can be referred to are decisions taken by the 
Executive Council which do not necessarily involve an Order- 
In-Council but does represent a decision of the Executive 
Council which is carried out and implemented because there ar 
many matters of policy discussed by the Executive Coucil 
that are not embodied in an Order-In-Council but become 
public knowledge as a matter of fact, being a decision 
taken and implemented. 

Now, the decision taken and implemented of course is 
subject to public knowledge and public discussion but the 


discussions that have taken place in Executive Council 





relating to that decision are necessarily secret. So, I 
would go just one step beyond what Mr. Friedman is saying 

and state that any question of policy that has been discussed 
by Executive Council and made public is also a subject of 


public discussion. 





The other aspect that Mr. Friedman has not mentioned and 





I think should be touched on is the well known principle of 
British Parliamentary system and our form of Cabinet in the 
British Empire, that the Cabinet speaks as one voice and 
every Minister of the Crown is responsible for every 
decision taken by the Cabinet unless he resigns his office 
and then he can make his own point of view publicly known as 
to why he is resigning as the result of a particular 


decision that he is not approving but, once the decision has 
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3-P-6 
A. J. Hooke -— Clement Ex. 


MR. MAYNARD: (Cont.) been taken by the Cabinet and no Minister 
has resigned as a result of that decision, the Minister is 
bound by that decision and that is also a question that has 
been fully discussed in Jennings quoted by Mr. Friedman and 
I think it is accepted without question. 

Subject to this, I have a copy of the Oath of Allegiance 
if my friends would possibly like to have it read or else we 
can have it filed as an Exhibit and they can read it at their 


leisure. 





THE COMMISSIONER: I would suggest we have it filed as 
an Exhibit and then it is available to all counsel and 
becomes part of the record. I think all counsel should 
examine this oath so that we have a guide line as to proper 
questioning. 

MR. MAYNARD: It consists of two pages, one is the 
Oath of Allegiance the other is simply the signature page. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, well the oath of members of 
Executive Council will go in as Exhibit 459. 


COPY OF OATH OF MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE 
COUNCIL ENTERED AS EXHIBIT 459. 


THE COMMISSIONER: All right Mr. Clement. 





MR. CLEMENT: Thank you sir, I really hadn't 
intended in any event to find out who said what in any 
Executive Council meeting, sir. I think it is proper to 
inquire as to whether Mr. Hooke was present at a Council 
meeting. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Oh yes I don't think there is anythin 
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3-P-7 
A. J. Hooke - Clement Ex. 


Q MR. CLEMENT: Now, let me get back to that topic 
Mr. Hooke, do you recall being present at any Council 
meeting in which a plan of development for Sherwood Park 
came under discussion? 

A No, I must say that I don't recall it Mr. Clement. TI won't 
say I wasn't present if such a thing was discussed but I 
certainly cantt recall it. 

Q Then we come to Exhibit 175, you are uncertain now in your 
memory as to how it came about that your signature was 
affixed to it? 

A Well the note attached here indicates that my Signature 
represents Executive Council's approval and I don't know 
where that note would come from but certainly my Signature 
on a thing like this I feel quite sure would represent a 


decision of Executive Council. 





Q I see, for the reasons you have already given that this sort 
of thing is treated as a matter of policy of Government and 
so was discussed? 

A Yes, at that time, having in mind I believe, that this 


recommendation for Order-In-Council and Order-In-Council 





which preceded it, it would be given that importance. 


Q Well then, you had nothing to do with the actual development 





of Sherwood Park as it now is, that is to say the laying of 
it out, the planning of it, the engagement of surveyors and 
the preparation of outline plans? 


A No, none whatever. 
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3-P-8 
A. J. Hooke - Clement Ex. 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 





Interim plans, subdivision plans? 

No, none whatever. 

You spent no money on it? 

No I should say I didn't. 

And did you have any discussions with any persons about the 
planning of it in the technical sense of planning? 

No. About the only discussion I can recall having is 
expressing myself to friends and neighbours as being against 
this development in the first place. 

Well you have stated that you were interested in maintaining 
it as your home, are you now speaking as being against it 

in the sense of a poor planning development? 

No. 

It is just because you didn't want your home carved up? 
Well that is right. Actually it was one of the finest 
quarter sections in the country, with beautiful buildings 
and I just didntt want to lose it. 

Yes, but amongst other ultimate considerations there was a 
substantial sum of RB fey on the exercise of the options? 

If I had been interested from that standpoint Mr. Clement, 

I would have taken the advice of Mr. Weber senior who on one 
occasion sent three men, a man and his two sons from some- 
where near Wetaskiwin. I recall that the name of this 
family was Bennett. I dontt know how I come to recall that 
other than the fact that they came to my home just at 

dinner time, we invited them in for dinner with us and got 


acquainted with them. Mr. Weber senior phoned me and, this 
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3-P-9 
A. J. Hooke - Clement Ex. 
































A (Cont. ) was only about two weeks after we had moved out 
thene. 

0) That would be in November? 

A There was snow on the ground. 

Q November of 1951 or October? 

A Yes, or early December, explaining that these three men 
wanted to secure ten acres of land and they said they want to 
come out into that part of the country, they wanted to be 
where there was natural gas and he said I am going to send 
them out because they are prepared to offer you $1,000.00 an 
acre for ten acres of land. So I said "Please don'tt do it 
Mr. Weber I am not interested in selling an acre." However.. 

Q Was this, did they have in mind then some industrial 
development on the ten acres? 

A I don't know exactly what they were going to do now, I know 
they had bees in mind for one thing and they wanted to take 
ten acres along the what is called the Wye Road or the north 
Cooking Lake Road. They were quite prepared to start at the 
extreme southeast Siac and come only part way to my 
buildings. That would have given me $10,000.00 there. At 
the same time that spring, as a matter of fact ... 

That is the following spring? 
A Yes, I was offered $1,000.00 an acre for a two acre parcel 


of poplar trees, just north of my home, this was the road 
facing west, which I refused. Now, with making two or 
three sales like that I couH have paid out what I owed on 


this land and had a good farm left. 
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3-P-10 
A. J. Hooke - Clement Ex. 



























A (Cont 2) In connection with this offer on two acres of 
trees, they were considered of such importance by the 
developers ultimately that most of those trees are still 
there and they used it as a site for the only apartment 
block in the present town. So, had it been a matter of 
making money then I would certainly have accepted the offer 
of disposing of a few acres and let it go at tha. 

Q Now, there are three other plans I just wish to direct your 
attention to. Have you any plans here Mr. Wright? 

MR. WRIGHT: Yes, all the plans. 

Q MR. CLEMENT: Mr. Hooke, let us just look at 
Exhibit 130 for a moment. This is a plan dated August 31st, 


1955 and is or, has to do with a portion of the southwest of 





27 and it is signed by Weber Brothers Agencies Limited as 
owner. Why as late as 1955 would Weber Brothers be signing 
as owner with no signature on your part? 

A I dontt know, I am sure. 


Q I think the agreement for sale was not paid out until 





1958 according to its terms to that you wouldn't have ... 
A Wouldn'tt have title. 


Q You wouldn't have title, I have forgotten, there is a 





document, a transfer in evidence here but I am just curious 
since you obviously were the beneficial owner, were you 
being consulted in 1955 about these subdivisions at all? 
I mean, I understand the position you were then in, you had 


given an option for one hundred twenty of the one hundred 


forty acres? 
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3-P-11 
A. J. Hooke - Clement Ex. 


A Miers right: 





















Q Were you just bypassed on everything that went on in respect 
to the one hundred twenty acres? 

A I dontt think I was entirely Mr. Clement. 

Q Do you have any recollection of what you might have been 
called on to do in respect of subdivision from 1953 onwards? 

A No I dontt, other than that the agreement indicated that 
these people who were developing the town would take it over 


in small pieces at a time. 


Q Well, that was the second or third form of agreement? 
A Yes, prior to that I can't recall what the situation was. 
Q I think the evidence was that the original one for the one 


hundred twenty acres had a one year life and was entire in 
the sense that there was no taking it off in pieces? 
A Yes, I think that is right. 


Q And then subsequently modifications were made so that they 





could draw down parcels not exceeding five acres or not less 


than five acres? 





A I do recall that that ee right. 

Q But you weren't being consulted particularly by Trowbridge 
or Campbell or any of the other persons interested in the 
development? 

A No, not that I can recall at all. 

Q And you expended no money in the development? 

A No I didn't. 


MR. MAYNARD: Mr. Commissioner I think we should, 
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3-P-12 
A. J. Hooke - Clement Ex. 


MR. MAYNARD: (Cont. ) just to make the record straight, the 
original option dated April 4th, 1953 referred to in this 
agreement of January 8th, 1957 refers to the entire quarter 
section except twenty acres and Mr. Clement mentioned a 


moment ago excepting forty acres. 


Q MR. CLEMENI : Yes, Mr. Hooke mentioned the forty 
acres. 
MR. MAYNARD: Yes, but that was not based on an 


option as I recall, the first option of April 4th, 1953. 

MR. CLEMENT: that. is=right. 

Q MR. CLEMENT: I tender sir an indenture made 
January 8th, 1957. Do you acknowledge your signature there 
Mr. Hooke? 

A Yes. 

Q An indenture between Alfred J. Hooke and Albert L. 


Trowbridge relating to the southwest of 27, 52, 23, west of 








the Ath. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Exhibit 460. 
INDENTURE DATED JANUARY 8th, 1957 
BETWEEN A.J. HOOKE AND A.L. TROWBRIDG 
MARKED EXHIBIT 460. 
MR. MAYNARD: The option was the same date. 
Q MR. CLEMENT: And I produce to you Mr. Hooke 


another indenture dated January 8th, 1957, do you acknowledge 
your signature? 

A YesI° do. 

Q Between Mr. Hooke and Albert L. Trowbridge, again relating 


to a portion of the southwest quarter of Section 27. 
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3-P-13 
A. J. Hooke - Clement Ex. 
























THE COMMISS IONER: Exhibit 461. 
INDENTURE IN THE NATURE OF AN OPTION 
DATED JANUARY 8th, 1957 BETWEEN A.J. 
HOOKE AND A.L. TROWBRIDGE MARKED 
EXHIBIT 461. 
MR. CLEMENT: In the nature of an option. 
MR. MAYNARD: I think the second document should be 
identified as an option. 
MR. CLEMENT: Very well. 
Q MR. CLEMENT: And then a further indenture dated 
July 3rd, 1957 between yourself and A.L. Trowbridge and 
Associates Limited, do you acknowledge your signature to that 
instrument? 
A Yes" l do. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Exhibit 462. 
INDENTURE DATED JULY 3rd, 1957 
BETWEEN A. J. HOOKE AND A. L. TROW- 
BRIDGE AND ASSOCIATES LIMITED MARKED 
EXHIBIT 462. 

Q MR. OCLEMENT : An agreement for sale sir of a small 


acreage in the quarter. Now, were was I with those plans? 


Well Exhibit 131 Mr. Hooke is another plan of a portion of th 





southwest of 27 and is dated July 1955 signed by Weber 





Brothers Agencies Limited as owner so that this falls into th 


same category as the first one? 


A Yes, it does. 
Q Am Exhibit 134 relates to the southwest of 27 and is dated 
August -- well, an Affidavit of Execution is dated September 


28th, 1955. You signed that one as being a subdivision plan 


of part of the southwest of 27? 
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3-P-14 
A. J. Hooke - Clement Ex, 


A Yes, that is my signature. 




















Q Do you have any recollection of the circumstances by which yo 
would come to sign this plan whereas the two earlier ones 
were signed by Weber Brothers? 

A It must have been that I was paid out by that time. 

Q Yes, I am sorry, I should have checked the dates. Now, in 
your recollection Mr. Hooke it is apparent that Mr. Campbell 
turned over his interests and holdings to A. L. Trowbridge 
who was negotiating actually for A. L. Trowbridge ... at 
least, he was negotiating and subsequently formed a company, 
A. L. Trowbridge and Associates Limited. Now, at what point 
of time did you become aware that Trowbridge was interested 


rather than Campbell? 


A I dontt know Mr. Clement I am sure. 

0) Did you know Trowbridge at all? 

A No, I didn't knw him before. 

Q Before when? 

A Before he was introduced to me by Mr. George Bryan, I 
believe. | 

Q I see, that was at the time Mr. Bryan described in which 
there had been negotiations between Mr. Campbell and 

A Yes. 

Q »»+- and Trowbridge and had you not taken any part in those 
negotiations? 

A No, none whatever. I remember Mr. Bryan driving out to my 


place, he had Mr. Trowbridge with him one evening and 
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A. J. Hooke -— Clement Ex. 


A (Cont.) introduced me to him and I believe, well, I am sure 
that is the first time I ever saw Mr. Trowbridge. 

Q I see and you had no part in negotiating, in the negotiations 
of the sale of Campbell's interests? 

A No, none whatever. 

Q I see, thank you. Would you answer my friends? 

THE COMMISSIONER: I think probably at this point it 


4801 











will be a good point to adjourn until tomorrow morning at 
nine otclock. 
(The Hearing stood adjourned at 


1:00 P.M.) 
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